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Hon. E. H, Harris: They can afford to
do so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We know
that Collie is a municipality and the clause
has for ity objeet the wvalidating of the
setion taken by the Couneil. In regard to
Katanning, evidently some action was taken
by the voad board. They may have received
assistance, or something of the kind, that re-
quires to be validated. I can give no guar-
antee that there will be an amendment to the
Munieipalities Aet to legalise aetions such as
those that have been referred to. Objection
ix being taken fo the clanse and a similar
objection possibly would he taken to such a
clause if it were inserted in the Municipali-
ties Act. Al that the Bill before us seeks to
do is to give to municipalties the power that
is to-day enjoyed by road boards.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: To make the
position clear I will move an amendment—

That Subelavses 1 and 2 be struck ouwt.

The CHAIRMAN: T remind the Com-
mittee that if those two subelauses are struck
ont, Subelause 3 will be meaningless.

Hon. H. STEWART : The clause is purely
optional but T look upon the next one as
dangerous. It has been anything but a bene-
fit to road boards. They have had that poweri
and it has enabled them to contribute fo-
wards the erection of hospitals. There is a
road hoard in Narrogin as well as 2 muniei-
pality. At Katanning there is a road board
without 8 municipality. At Albany there is
a municipality and a road board, Wagin has
r municipality and a road beard, and Pin-
gelly has a road board but no munieipality.
It is not right that we should find that a
road board in an important centre has the
power to contribute a portion of its funds
towards hospital purposes while the muniei-
pality should be debarred from doing so by
reason of the fact that the Municipalities Aect
contains no provision to ensble it to do so.
I should prefer to have an undertaking from
the Government that they would make the
amendment in the Municipalities Act, which
is the proper place for it, but failing that 1
could not vote for the amendment.

Awmendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

Majority for

| =] »e
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AYES.
Hon. E, H. Harris Hon. J, Nicholson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Houn. G. Potter
Hon, 8ir W, Lathblain Hon. Sir H. Wittenoc
Houn. A. Lovekin Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. G. W. Miles (Ted
Noka.
Hoo., A. Burvill Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. J. W, Hickey
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. Ytowart
Hou. E. H. Gray Hon. E. Rose
(Tali

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I soggest that
might postpone this clause now and m
what remains of it readable by ineorpo
ing in it some of what we have struck

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

Begislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 26th October, 1927,

Question ; Rallway projwt I.lxke Grm»Eaai J’llatln-
Kalgartn

Government Business, p
Bills: Loan and mscribed Stock (Slaking rumn. nn
Raﬂwsys Discontinuaace, 28, ...
Traflc Act Amendment, returned -
Annual Estimates : Votes and Ltems dbunned
Publlc Worke and Bnllcllnsl .
Lahour

e e pd bk et el e D

The SPEAKER 1iook the Chair at 4
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—RATILWAY. PROJECT,
LAKE GRACE-EAST JILAKIN-
EKALGARIN.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the P:
mier: 1, Has the report of the special co
mittee on the propesed Lake Grace-Es
Jilakin-Kalgarin railway been received |
the Government? 2, If not, when wil}
be available? 3, If so, is it his intenti
to lay the report on the Table of #
Honse?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
sShortly. 3, Yes.

GOVERNMENT BUBINEES,
PRECEDENGCE,

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder) [4.35]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session Gov-
rrument busingss shall take precedence of all
wtices and Orders of the Doy on Wedneadays
13 well a8 on uther sitting days.
L wish to ossure the liouse there is mo
iesire or intention to curtail the righis of
nembers to discuss sny matters they may
sring betore the louse. There are not
nany private members’ items on the Notiee
Paper, Hon, members will be afforded
wery opportunity to diseuss those and any
»thers that might be brought down before
;he end of the session. However, from
’his time forward we might as well proceed
xith Government business without inter-
‘uption, at the same time affording oppor-
wnity for the discussion of private mem-
rers' business.

P. Collier—

Hon. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
jham) [4.36]: L do not propose to offer
wny objection to the motion, particularly
15 the Premier has intimated that we shall
iave full opportunity to discuss the few
tems standing in the names of private
nembers. My motion under the Eleetoral
distriets Aet will, 1 hope, take some time
n discussion. That ia the only motion in
ny name, and 1 am perfeetly satisfied with
he assurance given by the Premier. It is
he wsual thing that the motion now before
¢ should be maved at about this stage of
he session, and private members cannot,

think, take much exception to it. There
3 a gafeguard of course, and private mem-
ers can always get their business before
he House. The Premier knows that if he
rere to block any such attempt it would
esult ir 2 censure motion, so we are fully
rotected. It is usual for Opposition mem-
ers to move at least one eensure motion
uring the session.

The Premijer: Not in the first gession of

new Parliament.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Yes,
hat is just the time when we should have
; moved. There never was a time when
snsideration for the Government was so
ttle deserved.
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The Premier: | have never moved such
a motion during the firat session of a new
Parliament.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You cer-
tainly were never justified 1o moving such
a motion, and ecertainly you bave never
snceeeded in carrying it. There is very
little on the Notice Paper, apart from the
Estimates, and we are getting through the
Estimates quickly. There is one grievance,
a big thing, that will need to receive con-
sideration at the hands of members, namely
the motion under the Electoral Districts
Aet. Then there ure the Police Aet Amend-
ment Bill and the Dog Act Amendment
Bill. They should both be dealt with,
There is also an important Bill the Premier
has forgotten, namely the Bill abolishing
the sinking fund. That will bave to be-
come an Act, because it is necessary that
we should amend the Act at present on the
statute-book.

The Premier: It will be ineluded in the
Financial Agreement Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, it
ought not to he. The Sinking Fund Bill 1a
something quite apart from the Finanecial
Agreement. It may rightly follow the con-
sideration of the Finaneial Agreement, but
it ought not to be in the Financial Agree-
ment for the sinking fund has nothing to
do with the Federal authorities.

The Premier: If the Financial Agreement
goes through, the other Bill for the suspen-
sion of the sinking fund will automatically
follow it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
so sure that it ought to. I do not know
that the sinking fund measure will require
very long diseussion, but econsideration of
the Financial Agreement Bill will take a
long time. I hope the Premier will intro-
duce the measure as early as possible, so
that we can have some time in which to
consider it while completing the Estimates.

The Premer: We expeet to receive the
Financial Agreement this week.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the Premier will get it, so that we may
have it as soon as pessible, and that the
Premier will introduce the necessary Bill
without delay, so that we may have time
to consider it. Otherwise the session may
be prolonged, for it is a very big question
and will require the best attention that
members can give it. T think the Premier
is right in submitting this motion at this
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stage. [ am willing to accept the assur-
anece that we shall have full opportunity
to consider the business standing in the
names of private members and also any
new matters that members may bring for-
ward before the close of the sesgion. There
is no objeet in prolonging the session if we
can get through our work early; as a
matter of faet, if the imposing of the addi-
tional cost on the public can be avoided,
we are only doing our duty in avoiding it.
I support the motion.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nax-
rogin) [4.43]: I do not agree that it is usual
to have this motion at this stage of the
session. Tt has been customary at the be-
ginning of the session fo allow private mem-
hers one day per week, and at about this
stage of the session the Government gen-
erally reduce that t. every alternate Wed-
nesday. . I regret the Premier (lid not
adopt that course on :his occasion. It would
have assisted the Government in their de-
sires, and would lave been a little fairer to
private members had th: Premier followed
that course and taken one Wednesday for
Government business, leaving the alternate
Wednesday to private members until some
tire next month.

The Premier: We hope to close down next
month,

Mr. E. B. JOEHNSTON: I am pleased to
hear that such novel expedition is in the
minds of the Government. During my ex-
perience of 16 years in the House i has
seemed to me that we sit until Christmas,
no matter how early the Government may
move this motion

The Premier: We are living in days of
reform.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I will believe
that and reserve any eriticism of the pro-
posed reform until the Government carry it
into effect, when I will commend them upon
their expedition. Howaver, I thank the Pre-
mier for the assurancs that opportunity will
be given for discussion of all the private
members’ business at present on the Notice
Paper. The item that the Country Party,
as well as the people of Western Australia,
arc most concerned about is the motion for
a redistribotion of seats. If the Govern-
ment wish to close down the session
promptly, they wounld assist their object if
they not only promised that we should
have s full discussion on that motion, but
also assured us that they would approve
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of the motion. There is no cbjection f«
the wotion at present before the House.

HON, G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[448]: I had the idea of opposing the mo-
tion when the Premier first moved it, bul
what he has indicated since is quite suffi
cient for me to agree to its being passed
There are only three items of private mem.
hers’ business on the Notice Paper, and the
Premier has promised that members will he
given full opportunity to diseuss those mat.
ters. He has cven said that any other busi.
ness that reqnires to be brought up can be
discussed in the House. The motion is one
that has been moved every session sinca ]
have been in Parlinment. Indeed, I do nof
remember the notice being moved when the
Notice Paper contained so little busines:s
for transaction. I dv not know whether the
Government have it in mind to hring dowt
more legislation than that appearing alread)
on the Notice Paper. .I£ they have not thaf
intention, I do not think there will be manj
more Wednesdays in the sescion before wi
complete our labours. The Premier woul
have been Dbetler ad.ised if he had giver
some notice before muving this motion. Hi
might have given notice of it to-day and
applied it from next week, so that member:
might have been anble to deal to-day witl
the private business they have on the Notice
Paper. So long, however, as we shall have
an opportunity to disecuss private members
business, I will support the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILL—LOAN AND INSCRIBED STOOE
(SINKING FUND).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willecock—Geraldion) [4.47]
in moving the second reading said: As s
rule a Minister derives a certain amount o
pleasure from introducing a Bill, contain
ing prineiples with which he iz well in ac
cord, but in this ease T ean take no pleasurs
in ‘moving the second reading. T am sur:
my displeasure in heing obliged to introduc:
this Bill will be shared to a great extent b
von, My. Speaker. Tt is only from a sense
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of duty and responsibility to the whole
State, and after look:ng things squarely in
the famce, and deciding which is the best
course to take, that I have made up my
mind to go ahead and do what I consider
to be right in this matter, irrespective of
whether it gives me ony pleasure or net, or
whether I must hlast the hopes of certain
people who have considerably more faith in
their own districts than c¢an properly be
ghared by the rest of the community. The
Bill deals with three particular railways.
One is the Bunbury Racecourse railway, a
small siding about two miles long, and
another is the I{anowna railway from ¥al-
goorlie.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are not
throwing up the spoage there, are youf

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. memher himself threw up the sponge
there some four or five years ago. His
Government had deeided to introduce a Bill
far the diseontinuance of this railway, but
the people of the distriet urged a certain
amount of delay. That delay ensued, and
now we have come to the stage reached by
the hon. member some five years ago. In
the development of the country mining has
played a very important part. Unfortun-
ately, however, mining is not a permanent
industry. We know that every ton of gold
that is taken oot of *he ground depletes the
amount of gold-bearing stone left in the
ground. Tn the Kanowna distriet mining
has been langnishing for many years. No
matter how we may deplore the fact, the
position has to be faced. The Kanowna
railway was built in 1896. Tt is 1214 miles
long, and for a preat number of years
was profitably worked. Mining hes now
gone down in thet ecentre, and it
is  unprofitable to  carry on railway
operations over that short length of line.
The Royal Commissioner, who dealt with the
Railway Department in 1922. strongly re-
commended that operations on these lines
should be discontinued and the rails pulled
up, and nsed to hetter advantage elsewhers
in the State. That recommendation received
some support at the hands of the Govern-
ment of the day, but they did not go so far
as to introduce a Bill because of the agita-
tion that arose in the loeality affected. Tt
was urged by the residents ihat there wa«
no great hurry about pulling up the line.
and they requested that no immediate aetion
be taken. Happily for the people concerned,
they are generally able to display a wonder-
] amount of optimism.
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Hon. SBir James Mitchell: 1| think they
had just made a diseovery of alluvial gold
there.

Che MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
all have had experience of different mining
towns. Wherever one gues, even in the most
played-out field in Western Anstralia, therr
are still left some people who have the ut-
most faith in their district, They remain
on despite every discouragement that may
come along. Almost everywhere there are
a few people in every mining district, where
the industry has in the past been attended
with snceess, who think that in the future
the past glory of the field will return, an
that they will share in the general prosperity
brought about by a revival of the mining
industry. We have on various ocecasions
had to put the position of the Kanowne
line hefore the people affected. We had
no desire to take the drastic step of pulling
up the rails, but the position now has to be
foced. Three railways arc mentioned in the
Rill. From the standpoint of maintenance
it is now impossible to keep them in any-
thing like good order. In 1922 so serions
had the position become on the Kanowna
line that the regular serviee had to he
stopped. When it was proposed to remove
the line the people asked that they shonld bu
given a year or two before this was done.
Three or four years have gone by, until now
w2 have reached the fifth year from that
time. Notwithstanding the optimism of the
people, there bas been no development sinee
to warrant the continnance of operations on
that line. The policy of the Railway De-
partinent iz {o go in for 100 per cent. main-
tenanee, and as far as possible to keep the
lines in perfeet condition. Even that policy
had to be altered two or three years ago
and maintenance was very seriously eur-
tailed. These three lines had reached the con-
dition when a heavy outlay had to be faced
in the watler of renewing sleepers, ballast
and general mainfenance.  The Kanownsa
line wns allowed to remain, but it was un-
davsiopd that untifl 100 tony of traffic was
available for transport no train would he
ton out. When it was run out the sandal-
wood mnd other freights would be trans
ported to Kalgoorlie for transmission over
the system, This train has run only six
times daring the whole year and is not ex-
peeted to run more than eight times alto-
gether, We have, therefore, a line 1214 miles
long over which & train is required to rus
only cight times in the year.
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Mr. Richardson: There are ne¢ passenger
frains there, are there?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: N,
People who need the ordinary commodities
of life will not wait six or sevey weeks to
get them by train, and they obtain their
requirements by means of motor transport.

Hon. Sir Jamas Mitchell: There are only
hotels in Kanowna now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS;
There is only one hotel there.

The Premier: And that is maintained from
Kalgoorlie.

Hon. G. Taylor: I suppose the prineipal
traffic consists of sandaiwood.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is practically all sandalwood., This has war-
ranted the running of six or eight trains
in the year, because there has been provided
a minimum load of 100 tons for each train.
Even with the comparatively small amount
of running on this line, the sleepers have
got out of eondition and require to be re-
newed. Tf the traffic had been a little more
regular, the line would have heen kept in
better repair. 1f we are to continue ron-

ning irains over that line, the department’

will have to ineur considerable expenditure
in putting the line in order. The rails them-
selves are in fair condifion, Members ro-
presenting eountry constituencies will know
that there are many farmers 20 or 30 miles
from a railway line, or even further, who
have to cart iheir produce to a railway sid-
ing. Sidings could be provided in closer
proxXimity fo them if rails could be supplied
at a lower eost than they are obtainable at
precent.  Tn this Kanowna line there are 12
miles of rails, a snfficient quantity to

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Make a start
with the Yarramony railway.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
Yarramony Railway Bill provides for 60-1h.
rails, whereas the Wanowna rails are not
of that weight. The rails are in fairly good
order. There are sufficient to enable us to
construet a number of sidings which wonld
be a great convenience to the producers, and
would alzo he a convenience to the Railway
Departmenl on the score of economient
working.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you start the
Yarramony railway. T will voie for the Bill.

The MINISTRR FOR RAILWAYS: I
think the Yarramony Bill was passed a fair
number of vears ago, and the Leader of the
Opposition therefore hag had opportunitiea
. to do something towards the construetion
of the lne.
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Hon. Sir James Miichell: Do play il
man sometimes!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
Bill has no concern with Yarramony, iua
much as none of the material in the lu
ean be of any use for the Yarramony ra
way, which when built will, it is believe
carry considerable traflic and therefe
will need 60lb. rails.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No; 451b,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ti
capitul cost of the Kanowna line w
£54,510. Working expenses over the pa
three years have been £630; interest «
eapital, which of course cannot in any ea
be avoided, except by making better u
of the rails in the line, has amounted
£G,900; so that the total outgoing for ti
three years has been £7,530, while the ear
ings bave reached only the small amou
of £201, Certain of the material, stoc
yards and rails, and possibly some of !
sleepers, might be put to a purpose whi
wonld earn some revenue. Sandalwood
practically the only traffie over the lip
Sone clay deposits in the vicinity mig
vield traffic if used in suffieient quantitie
Having the opportunity on Sunday last,
went out and had a look at the track; ar
I agree with hon. members generally th
it is most depressing, on going into a tow
which once had 15,000 or 16,000+ people,
find merely one hotel, two or three house
and three or four small habitations. Th
town was at one time wonderfully prospe
ous, a town that did mueh to build up o
mining indnstry, being one of the ear
discoveries, Now it consists merely
half a dozen bLuildings, If Kanowna cou
by any means be revived, no one woulgd '
more pleased than I; but whatever limit
opyportunities for revival there have been
and they have been taken advantage of
have not resulted in such a permanent i
provement as would justify the contin
ance of the railway. At this stage of tl
State’s development

Hon. Sir Jamey Mitehell: We are alwa;
and have always been developing !
State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ce
tainly: but we cannot afford to have lin
that are useless, lines the material in whis
could be employed with advantage in oth
parts of the State. As regards the Bu:
bury racecourse railway, one mile 35 chai
long, it was constructed in 1897, T belies
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[t runs to the racecourse and show ground,
but the advent of the motor car aas
rendered the railway entirely unnecessary.
Practically all the racing and show traffic
zoes by motor. During the last three years
:he earmings have amounted to only £20,
ind the working expenses have been about
¢30. While that comparatively trifling loss
would make no appreciable difference to
:he finances of the State, the fact remains
‘hat the line is absolutely useless and that
;he rails in it eould be advantageously laid
lsewhere. Moreover, to put the line into
:unning order would cost from £600 to
700. On account of its comparatively un-
:afe condition the speed on it has been
‘educed to eight miles per hour. I do not
hink there will be many heartburniogs
wwer the closing of the line. The third
yroposal of the Bill ir to discontinue the
{amballie-Lakeside section, about two
niles three chains, of the Kalgoorlie via
3oulder Lakeside line, and also the Lake-
ide-White Hope section, about 23 miles
4 chains. This i1s an ordinary Govern-
vent line, built about 1897; but at its
erminus a4 wood line ran in a scutherly
lirgetion. The wood line was used for a
inmber of years by a firewood company
‘or the transport of wood to the Kalgoorlie
nines. About three years ago the company
perating the line found they could not
conomiecally continue to work it as a fire-
vood proposition, and they were going to
wll it up and realise whatever the assets
n the line might represent. Tn the interim,
.owever, a gold discovery had taken place
t Hampton Plains, and a number of small
hows and one or two comparatively fair-
ized mines were working in that distriet.
Jad the line heen pulled up then by the
rewood company, it would have meant
waetically the abandonment of a field
shich at the time was showing some
womise. At any rate, supplies for the
eld were all transported over the line,
nd there were prospects of further
evelopment of the mines. The Minister
or Mines reminds me that the most im-
iortant function of the line was to trans-
ort water to the field, so that the White
Tope mine could be economically worked.
n the eireumstances the Government could
ot abandon the distriet to its fate, and it
ras considered necessary to refain the line
1 order to give the mines a chance to
evelop into something hetter than they
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were at thai period. The Government
therefore purchased the wood line for about
£18,000, It was recognised, however, that
the full amount could not fairly be debited
ty the Railway Department, the line being
a nondescript sort of proposition, with a
mixture of rails, and with sleepers that
were not too good. Aceordingly the Mining
Development Vate provided about £7,000
of the eost, and the balance of £11,000 was
debited to capital account. Unfortunately
the mines and shows in the distriet closed
down one after the other: not a single one
is working now.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Is there no
wood along the route of the railway?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.

The Minister for Mines: One would have
to go out 30 miles for wood.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Apparently there is no prospect of traffic
for the railway at all. By acecident a
prospeetor might discover something new
and valnable. but there is no warrant for
continuing the line in that particular area:
and, again reluctantly, the Government
have decided that in order to make the best
use of what material is available in the
line the rallway shounld be pulled up. The
rails arve not too good; some are in sections;
but we shall be able to make valuable use
of them in other parts of the State.
Another railway could not be built with
those rails benause, as I say, they are of
a nondescript character: but in the
ramifieations of the system advantageous
uge will be found for them elsewhere.
Even if we did decide to allow the line
to remain, in view of the possibility
of some development, we would at this
stage have to spend a congiderable amount
of money to bring it to a proper state
of repair. During the past few years
the line, which has cost the Railway
Department £11,000 and the Mining De-
velopment Vote £7,000, a total of £18,000,
has involved working expenses totalling
£2,898,, and the interest has amounted to
€1.392, making a total cutgoing of £4,200,
while the earnings have totalled £2,600., If
that state of affairs were likely to continue,
the Government would possibly not have
decided to pull up the railway; but, as T
have said, all the mines have eclosed down
and there is no prospeet of any kind of
traffie. Consequently the whoie of the money
spent in working the line would be wasted,
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and to keep it open is unwarrantsble, I have
detailed the position in regard to each of
the three lines affected by the Biil, It has
not been a pleasant duty. Some people might
call it a policy of despair to pull up lines;
but unpleasant though daties may be, faets
have to be looked in the faece so that the
best may be done in the interests of the
State as a whole, and not merely in the in+
terests of any part of the State with hopes
of revival, I commend the people concerned,
for their optimism, but there have been ne
vecent developments to justify that optim-
ism. It is said that the pastoral industry is
going ahead in the Kanowna district, but in
view of the comparatively small extra dis-
tance of cartage over & good road to Kal-
goorlie cousiderations of traffic resnlting
. from that industry do not justify the re-
tention of the railway. Certainly, any line
that is warranted in the interests of develop-
ment will be maintained and worked. The
Governmenut have decided to discontinue the
three lines in question and employ the
material in them elsewhere, now that there
is the opportunity of good, profitable and
economie use for it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [514]: I know it iy not a pleasant
duty to make such proposals as the Minister
has submitted, signing the death warrant or
sounding the death knell of at least ome
centre, Kanowna, that has been a magnifi-
cent gold produecer and a great asset to the
State. But the time has come when gold ia
no longer being won from the soil of Kan-
owna and there is no longer traffic for the
railway to earry. Afier all, the distaned
from Kanowna to Kalgoorlie, over a good
road, is only 12 miles; so there does not seem
to be the least justification for keeping the
line working,

Mr. Heron: You did not go over the line
when the wet spell was on.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Doubt-
less the people of the distriet will be per-
fectly willing to have a great many wet
spells. Unfortunately, those wet spells are
altogether too infrequent. If they were even
wet enough, there would be no question of
pulling up the railway.

The Minister for Railways: I saw a good
wheat ¢rop there only last Sunday.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bow
Bros. have been growing hay at Boulder for
the last 20 years. With the Minister, T regret
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that the time has come when we cannot
justifiably continue the existence of that
line. Bome years ago there was a suggestion
to pull up the line. Alluvial developments
threatened to revolutionise the position, but
unfortunately that did not follow. The Min-
ister stated that the sleepers would have to
be renewed. Of course if an extensive gold
discovery were made in that area it would
be necessary to reconstruct the line, but even
so, the cost would not be so very munch more
than would be involved in the task of re«
sleepering the line now. As to the White
Hope line, I am sorry that there is no longer
any necessity for it, The name seems to be
the best part of that goldfield at present. At
the time the firewood cowpanies amalga-
mated it was suggested that the line should
be bought at what was then considered a very
low price. I think the member for the dis-
trict saw me about it, and he urged that we
should do all we possibly could to retain for
the people of the distriet the necessary rail-
way facilities that they required. The line
was continned for the people at a cost
of a few thousand pounds to the State, but
apparently there is no further nse for it. I
do not know about the Bunbury line, nor do
I know that the Minister should pull it up,
because it runs to the racecourse and the
show ground.

The Premier: But pecople will not travel
one and a-half miles in a train these days!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: For the
time being they prefer to travel in American
motor cars. The Minister’'s Western Austra-
lian eoal is far better than American petrol,
where the interests of this State are con-
cerned. However, I agree with the Premuer
that there are not many people who would
be prepared to travel for such a short dis-
tanee by train. If they were brying English
motor ears or cars of British construction, if
might be a differeni matter. For
every British car that we see on the
road, we 7probably notice 20 Ameri-
can cars, but soon I  hope the
British people will make cars to snif our
requirements and then the position will be
changed. I presume the Minister has con-
sulted the authorities concerned about this
line.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, they
suggested pulling it up.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
refer to the railway authoritfes, but to those
in charge of the racecourse and the show
grounds.
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The Minister for Railways: The fact that
we have received £20 as revemme from the
line over a period of three years shows that
1t 8 not required.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
fine is merely a siding and is used for taking
gtock to the showground and horses to the
ruLecourse.

The Minister for Railways: The line does
nol serve any good purpose at all now,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the Minister has considered whether the com-
mittee of the showground and those in ebarge
of the racecourse make use of the line at all.

The Minister for Railways: It has not
been used to any cxtent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do net
mind the seeond reading of the Bill being
agreed to, but I hope the Minister will defer
the Committee stage in order that he may
make inguiries as to the use of the line at
Bunbury.

The Minister for Kailways: I will do se.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I regret
the Bill is necessary, but it is obvious that
the Minister has done what is right in intro-
docing the measure.  We eannot restore
prosperity to Kanowna, If we could, we
would. Our hope is that we shall find some
new goldfield that will replace the mines
that have been closed down. I wish the
Minister had told us something about the
Wiluna line, where it is to start from and
what he proposes to do. .

Member: You are asking for an argument.

The Minister for Railways: When the
advisory board have furnished their report,
we may have something to say.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What is
the good of the advisory beard? That is
merely an excunse.

The Minister for Railways: We want to
get the neeessary information.

Honp. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister 18 sheltering hehind the advisory board!
Did the advisory board suggest pulling up
the three lines referred to in the Bill?

Mr. E. B, Johnsten: The Government will
appoint a super board to inquire into the
proceedings of the advisory board.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And pro-
bably a sclect eommittee to review the posi-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: Why nnt
suggest a Royal Commission as well?¥

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
should be told whether the Wiluna line iz
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to go out from Meekatharra or some other
point. If the Minister were to indieate that
some of the rails will be used for the Yarra-
mony line, he would be certain of the sup-
port of many members on the Opposition
side of the House.

The Premier: We shall be able to offer
about twa pairs of rails for every line that
15 authorised!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But 27
miles of railways are to be pulled up.

The Premier: That would be perhaps five
miles for each line that is aunthorised.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I was re-
ferring to the ratls being used for one line.

The Premier: If we suggested that we
wonld lose the support of other members
who want their lines constructed,

tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Gov-
ernment should be prepared to take a little
sk,

The Premier: We want to postpone the
evil day.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Sarely
the Government do not suggest that the rails
shall be stored at Fremantle only to rust.
We should lay it down that the rails shonld
be used in the construction of some other
Line.

The Premier: We shall give two lengths
to the Yarramony line.

Mr. Griffiths: And that will be a start,
anyhow.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Here the
Government have 27 miles of rails to pull
up and they do not know what to do with
them. .

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That would construet
a railway half the distance to Kalgarin,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Unless
we have gome definite object abead, it is
merely stupid to pull up railways, thus
shutting off the work of the country
without doing anything to replace that
which is being undone.

The Premier: There is the line to link up
with the Esperance-Norseman railway at Sal-
mon Gums.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose that line will lead into Fremantle. T
admire the Minister for Works for the way
in which he brings everything to Fremantle,
little ecaring about other eentres. To-day
we are considering the policy of the Gov-
ernment; later we shall deal with the policy
of the Engineer-in-Chief or other officials
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whe will, 1 presume, override the policy of
the Government. I am sorry that the Min-
ister for Railways has had to introduce the
Bill. 1t is not a pleasing duty. He has my
sympathy and my support for the seeoud
reading of the Bill.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [6.26]: We all regret the introdue-
tion of the Bill as it is a further sign of the
decline of the mining industry.

The Minister for Mines: You should not
say that,

Mr. E. B. JOUNSTON : No; it is a
sign of the decling of the industry in cer-
fain parts.

The Minister for Works: The Bunbury
racecourse, for instamce, has nothing to do
with the mining industry.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: That is so. On
the facts advanced by the Minister I do not
see that the (Government could do otherwise
than to introduce the Bill. I remember
Kanowna when it was a large centre and
great hopes were held Lhroughout Western
Australia regarding the deep leads. There
are still some people at Kanowna who be-
lieve there are large deposits of gold ore in
the district, but unfortunately a lot or
money has been spent without success in the
endeavour to locate them. [ believe the Gov-
ernment were right in waiting for a few
years to afford the mining community every
opportunity to locvate gold orve in the dis-
trict and so restore it as a gold-producing
centre. Apparentiy 7t has not been possible
to do that and it is now advisable to pull
up the line. As fo the White Hope line, as
events have fturned out, it is a pity
that the line was cver purchased by the
State. Many private people spent Iarge
sums of money at th: Hampton Plains field
because it was believed that the deposits
there would be permanent and would em-
ploy large numbers of miners. Unfortun-
alely that hope was r.ot realised, and there
can be no objection to the line being pulled
up under existing condifions. I am only
sorry that the rails used on that line are of
a motley deseription, for I am afraid they
will not be very serviceable to the Govern-
ment in their desire fo construnet new agri-
ciultural lines. We require heavy rails and
good material for thuze railways. 1 remem-
ber, as a hoy. when Sir John Forrest de-
cided to build the lin: from Bunbury to the
racecourse. That was in 1896 or 1897. At
that time the Bunbury people did not
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possess wotor cars aud there was justifica-
tion for the line. The fact that £20 omly
bas been derived from the line during three
years shows that it is not being used. To-
day no one would go to the Bunbury rail-
way station and take a train to the race-
course when he could make the journey so
much more quickly in a motor car. We
regret having to pull up railways in any
part of Western Auastralia, particularly at
a time when the policy of the Government
should be to enter upon an active period of
railway construction. However, the Min-
ister has made out a good case for the Bill
and J feel sure the measure has been intro-
duced reluctantly. 1 believe the people of
the State, and more particularly you, Mr.
Speaker, will share in that reluctznce. I
support the second reading of the Bill,

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[5.30]: With other members 1 regret the
need for this Bill and especially for the
pulling up of the Kanowna railway line. 1
remember the White Feather in the early
part of 1894, Very few sheets of galvan
ised iron were to b: found there at that
time; all the habitations were tents when
the first deep alluvial was found. FEven
then Kanowna was a thriving town, though
there was no railway line beyond Northam
or Burracoppin for some years afterwards.
Kanowna grew into : very promising place
and provided work For a large number of
men, I suppose there were not many felds
where more alluvial gold was found than at
Kanowns, certainly no others in Western
Australia. Now, however, the town has
gone to pieces, the guld has cut out and all
incentive for people to eontinue prospecting
is gome. I passed through Kanowna in
April last and was amazed to find what a
change had taken place. I have some very
happy recollections «£f Kanowna, T was
frequently in the town during its prosperous
days, and I am sorry it has so deelined that
the railway is to be yulled up. I hope the
Minister has satisfied himself that there is
no chance of any industry other than gold
mining being likely to warranf the reten-
tion of the line. Certainly there is no jus-
tification for keeping the line for the mining -
industry. The White Hope seclion would
not be considered 2 railway line in the
ordinary acceptation of the term. It is
purely and simply a woodline on which the
weight of rails varies. I was rather anxious
ahout the line three uvr four years ago when
the iden of pulling t up was Rrst mooted,
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because we then had great expectations of
White Hope. Judging from the Minister’s
speech, however, thera is no justifieation for
retaining it. No matter how parochial one
may be or how sorry one may feel about
. the decline of those mining centres, the
Minister’s speech har shown the necessity
for the Bill. The puiling up of the
Bunbury racecounrse line calls for little
comment hecause it has a length of only
ope mile 36 chains, and in these days
of motor transport it would not be seri-
oualy eonsidered anywhere, The Leader of
the Opposition stated that it might be used
for eonveying stoek from Bunbury to the
Show. XNo one would entrain stock for a
distance of 114 miles unless it was crippled
and upable to walk. To put it into a rail-
way trnck wonld do more haym than to
walk it the 1% niles. If stock were
carried from outside centres to Bunbury.
the line might be usefnl to run the trucks
straight through to the showground. The
receipts from the line, however, show that
the traffic has been so small that the reten-
tion of the railway is no longer warranted.
I sapport the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer’s Financinl Statement
and on the Anoual Estimates; Mr. Lutey
in the Chair.

Department of Public Works and Labour
(Hon. A. McCallum, Minister).

Fote — Public
£171 262

Works and Buildings,

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A. MeCallum—Southk Fremantle) [5.37]:
There is not much to be said on the Public
Works Estimates as regards ravenne ex-
penditure. The big activities are under-
taken with loan funds, and it is when the
Loan Estimates are before uns that the
principal disenssion takes place.

Hon. i. Tavlor: This vote deals mainly
with salaries and wages.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
The figures relating to expenditure on
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works and services last year sare as
follows:—
Source. l Voted. | Expended.
l £
Loan . 1,569.146 1,231,038
Property Tms'a Aeecmnt. 89,053 68,087
Revenue ... . 101,232 88,871

The expenditure was distributed as fol-
lows:—

PGovt. Re
ropert; V-
- Loan. Trrzlesby venue
Account.
£ £ £
Saluries ... .| 60,044 7,974 | 28,628
Incidentals e | 10,388 1,104 | 8,967
Railways ... w | 328,656 e 2,225
Harboursand rivers | 178,652 8,135 7.6817
Water supply and
gewerage .| 114,627
Development of
goldfields 726 .
Development  of-
agriculture  (in-
cluding abattoira) 5,710
Roads and dmll:
age {(group settle-
mgant? at.cl.J) we | 208,680
Rosds and bridges
generally ... | 172,386 8,820 | 36,673
Public buildings ... | 128,421 { 46,049 { 33,200
Trading concergs
(capitel expendi-
ture only) - | 10,289 )
Misoellaneous o

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1id you spend
£386,000 on roads out of loan last year?
The MINISTER FOR WORES: Ws
spent £172386 on roads and bridges gener-
ally and £205,690 on the groups. Under
the heading “salaries,” although onty
£88,391 was voted, £93,220 was expended.
IFor the first time for many years, in eon-
sequence of money being wade available
under the migration agreement, the depart-
ment were in a position to have three rail-
way works under construction at the same
time. The Norseman-Salmon Gums line
was nearly completed before the 30th June
and has since heen handed over to the
Working Hailways; the Albapy-Denmark
extension was nnder construction through-
out the vear, the Ejanding railway was put
in hand towards the close of the financial
year, and the relaying and reconditioning
of the Jarnadup-Pemberton line was com-
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pleted. Fair progress was made in carry-
ing out belated repairs and mainten-
ance works to public buildings generally,
the amount so expended, including minor
additions from revenue and property trust
acecount, having been £79,348, In addi-
tion to the money which had to be found
by the State under the Federal aid roads
agreement no less than £179428 was ex-
pended on other roads and bridges aa
follows :—

Loan £151,677
_Trugt Account .. £8,820
Revenne £18,931

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
tofal expended on roads?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member adds that amount to the
previous total, he will have the aggregate.
The estimated amount required for salaries
this year—£105,338—exceeds last year’s
expenditure by £12111. This is largely
due to the fact that a number of profes-
sional men were engaged and served for
only a portion of the year while in these
Estimates the full year's salary has been
provided. Owing to additional aetivities
by the department, a number of draftsmen
have been engaged and others will be
arriving from New Zealand and South Aus-
tralin during the next few weeks. We have
scoured the Commonwealth for draftsmen
in order to keep our work up to date, but
it has not been possible to get all we
rvequired and we have had to get others
from South Africa and New Zealand.

Mr, Mann: From South Afriea or from
South Australia?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
some from South Afriea, but those who are
to arrive shortly will be from South Austra-
lin and New Zealand,

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
any cadets?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, all
we can get. We have made arrangements
with the University authorities to get all the
voung engineers they have. We take them
for a period, train them and give them ex-
perienee in the field, and we undertake to em-
ploy them for a period after they have
graduated at the University.

Hon. G. Taylor: How many draftsmen
did you need?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From
15 to 20. The whole of the salary require-
ments are set out in the Revenne Estimates

What was the

Are you appointing
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and then apportioned under various head-
ings; for instance, to Loan £60,028, to sale
of Government Iroperty Trust Account
£6,000, to goldfields water supply £15,000,
to hydraulic undertakings ineluding drain-
age works £11,500, and credit is takep
for services rendered for the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage De-
partment, the Fremantle Harbour Trust, the
trading eoncerns and the Main Roads Board,
the tota) eredits being £6,810, Thus the esti-
mated expenditure on salaries chargeable
to public works and buildings, totalling
£108,015, is £6,000. Ii will be rea-
lised from the figures quoted that the
activities of the department, so far as
revenne is concerned, are not great when
ecomparison is made with the works earried
out from Loan Funds. Generally speaking,
the revenue expenditure is confined to the
maintenance of jetties and other harbour
works, public buildings generally, subsidies
to road boards estimated to total £22,000,
and the contributions from revenue that the
State is autborised to make under the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement—g£36,000, the othex
services provided for being contribution to-
wards the insurance fund, namely, ls. per
cent. per annum, rents for buildings leased
mainly for school purposes, incidentals,
maintenance of electrie light, ete., and direct
expenses of railways when under construc-

tion. The actual revenue received last year
was £30,306, made up as follows:—
£
Rent ox lands 10,213
Reimbursements in aid 5,047
Drivers’ licenses and plates 11,672
Teaflic receipts, railways 1,686
Sundries e 1,738
Total £30,306
The estimated cxpenditure for this year is
£23,000, as follows:—
£
Rent ex lands 10,000
Reimbursements in aid 6,000
Traffic receipts, 1a11wn.ys 1,500
Tent hire . 1,400
Sundries 4100
Total £23,000

The revenue from motor drivers’' licenses
and plates, now credited to the police re-
venue, is estimated at £12,000. Of course,
that makes no difference to the Treasurer,

Mr. Lindsay: Is there to be any slteration
in the allocation of feea?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr. Lindsay: The road boards and muni-
cipalities will not get them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
license fees go to the local bodies. The foes
derived under the Traffic Act go to the police
revenue. In connection with the labour
seetion of the department, the total amount
voted last year was £2,600, and the expendi~
ture totalled £3,239. The estimate for this
year is £2,762. Last year’s expenditure was
swollen by an amount of £501, in conneetion
with the basic wage inquiry, and also on ac-
eount of the large number of cases taken to
the eourt, necessitating heavy expenditure on
reporting. We do not anticipate a repetition
of that in the coming year. Regarding fac-
tories, the vote last year was £5,600, and
there was expended £5,068. The estimate for
this year is £7,639. The additional cxpendi-
ture will oceur by ihe appointment of two in-
spectors under the Timber Regulations Aet,
one extra inspeclor under the Seaffolding
Aet, and grade inerements. These items will
be responsible for €1,958. Then there is pro-
vision for incidentals and travelling expenses
of the inspectors—£503. The purchase of a
motor cvele involving £110 brings the total to
£2571. The total estimated revenue under
the heading of Labonr is £250 from the Ar-
bitration Court and £4,350 from Factories, a
total of £4,600 ag compared with £4,358 eol-
lected last year. T have given the Committee
a brief summary of the expenditure incurred
last year, and the anticipated expenditure for
this year. The main activities of the depart-
ment ean be referred to when the Loan Esti-
mates are under discussion. There will then
he greater scope for explanations.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.53]: This is the time to have the
discussion and not when we reach the Loan
Estimates, because then we shall be told
that there are no items. The Minister read
from notes that were so full that he might
have had them printed and distributed
amongst us. We are simply stapgered at
the knowledze that we spent nearly three-
quarters of a million of money on
roads last year. We admit that there
has heen a considerable improvement to
the roads, but at the same time it is an
enormous sum of money to spend, and
we cannot go on spending it at that rate
vear in, year out. Neither can the local
authorities maintain the roads as will he
expected of them, that is, those roads that
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are being constructed under the Federal .
agreement. It is an extraordinary expendi-
tare, but the Minister has been guite frank
about it. He is always frank—it is hig only
merit. In all the work that is being carried
out, he wants to see thnt he gets value for
the money that ig being spent, and hig job is
to employ engineers who will give value, 1t
is easy to get engineers to design a work,
but it is sometimes another matter to got
them to carry it out. I hope that the Min-
ister will he able to tell us that we have
done well. I object to announcements of
poliey heing made hy the Engineer-in-Chief.
Policy announcements should always he
made by the Government. Last year, just
hefore the House adjourned, when we had
considered the construction of a railway in
a wouthern part of the State, the Minister
came along with a statement by the Engineer-
in-Chief that we were to have a line built
from Fremantle right away to Salmon
Gums. That stagrered us, The wishes of
this House are set aside and it looks ms if
they did not count. |t is eustomary for a
Minister to say, “Tlese are our proposals;
they are whalt we approve and here is tle
report of the Engincer-in-Chief; we have
gone into it and we recommend the con-
struetion.” That is the correct pronounce-
ment to make. But the Minister for Works
does not make it. No. He takes a back seat
and My, Stileman's report is handed over
for publieation.

The CHAIRMAN : The matter being dis-
cussed by the hon. member is nof ineluded
in these Iistimates.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The En-
gineer-in-Chief’s salary is on these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot discuss
railways under this vote.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
were discussed by the Minister and a report
was read by the Minister. If we are not
allowed free diseussion now, when we come
to Mr. Stileman’s item we can talk about
what he has done and it will take up a lot
of time. 'With all due respect, I sny we can
disenss these matters now.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow a dis-
cusston on railways that should properly be
discussed when the Loan Estimates are be-
fore the House.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then we
shall discuss Mr. Stileman. becanse he will
not figure on the Loan Estimates. We pay
him to do the work that is necessary in con-
nection with harbour construetion. He has
investigated the Fremantle harbour question
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snd bas produced a report. That is his work
and 1 do not.kpow that we should not in-
crease his salary, or perbaps vedace jt. We
have read his report and examined his maps,
which are pretty. I daresay his report is
¢lever. He has. certainly put it up well, I
huve said that we want value for our money,
but at the same time we want due- economy
in the administration of the affairs. of gov-
ernment. The Minister must take the re-
sponsibility ; we do not want to be told what
are the proposals of the officials, no maiter

how good or how experienced thope- officials

may be.  Whenever an announcement is
made it must have the backing, ¢f the. Min-
ister. T can understand the Minister for
Works taking My, Stileman with him when
he proposes to discuss a subject with g body

of men, and especially would he do this if he - -

desired to create a good impression. .. Mr.
Stileman would go to Fremantle to disenss
his report on the Fremantle harboiit and. the
Minister would take a back seat. I have
no douht the Minister would say, “ I have

vome here as the Minister responsible to -

vou for the earrying ount of the work, but
T am not capabie of putting up the case to
vou, even in a general way, and so 1 produce
my official, who will tell you what I.am nol
able to say.” The affairs of the ecountry
cannot be carried on in this way. The Sal-
mon Gmns raslway is to be earried out ander
the migration agreement. The Ejanding
Northwards railwey will slzso be constructed
nnder the agrcement. T would like to know
from the Minister if these areas are to be
served with roads to be built with migration
monev, Then with regard to the water sup-
ply that the Minister controls: is money. to
be taken from under the migration agree-
ment for this purpose as wellt It is not
richt that we should debit to group settle-
ment all the money that we are spendmv on
railways.

The Minister for Works:
sense.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
that prohably this is being done.

The Minigter for Works: T say it is not.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: I do nnt
know any hetter heeanse T have not heen
told hy the Minister. How are all these
things charged up? Will the Minister sav
that al! the roads that are being construeted
with migration money are in the Sonth-
West? Why does not the Minister tell ‘u=
whether that is so or not?

The Minister for Works: Go on.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIT("F[FLT:

vourself,

Don’t talk non-

I saw

Go o
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The Premier: You are talking a lot ¢
nonsense,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 am no

The Premier: [ telt you, you are. Yo
‘can go on talking it, and you will get plent
of it back.

"Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T am pes
fectly willing to have it back.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are di
cussing the Public Works Estimates.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The P
inier must behave himself.

The Premier: You are talking a lot o
nonsense.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I ar
bot. The Premier’s nonsense appals us a
times. Why cannot we be told frankl:
where this money is coming from? Th
Minister said it was from the migratio
agreement. It is the first time we hav
heard it. If this mwney is being used fo
this purpose, why is it not made clear? Th
Premier, when delivering his Budget specel
the other day, outlined the expenditure fron
loan money. He told us just what had bees
spent in various ways, but he did not tel
us this railway was built from these funds
He simply gave us the total amount spent
We want to know from the Minister hov
this money has been obtained and where i
is charged, and what it is intended fo di
with this railway. We know it was intendec
to settle the disabled miners; but that ha
been chaoged and it is now to go into an
other district. Respecting the vast expen
diture of the department referred to by the
Minister, I should live to know where the
monev has been taken from. He has ha
lo find the 15s. for every pound contributec
by the Commonwenlth towards the construe
tion of the roads, and I suppose the
£179,128 he referred to is our eontributior
towards main road construction. I think
the Minister said it was. We have not usec
the whole of the money provided under the
Federal agreement. Something 'has beer
said about the main roads, and the Ministes
has declared in public that we are not ob
liged to eall for tenders before constrneting
@ main road. I believe a great deal of ex.

.penditure has been ‘held up by the Federal

engineers heeause some of our roads were
construeted by day labour. I should like
to know from the Minister if that has been

- gettled, and what amount of momey is in

question. It has been dragging on for
long time now.

Mv. Grifiiths: The newspaper said it was
£60,000,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Prob-
ably that means that £35,000 from the Com-
monwealth is in doabt. I should like to
know from the Minister if the Federal Gov-
ernment have paid. I think the Minister
should obey the agreement he signed.
However, if the circumstances were such as
to demand that the work should be done
quickly, then =0 long as it was done econ-
omically, I do not sce why the Federal Gov-
ernment should not pa2y their share. By the
way, 1 think there are in this arrangement
too many provisions against the State. Tt
is provided that the vork must be done by
contract unless the Federal Minister agrees
that it would be bettcr done by day labour.
When we come to th: items, the Minister T
hope will tell us just how mnch the State
hus had to pay of the amount that would
have been contributed by the Federal Gov-
erninent had the agreement been observed.
1 have said and ] repeat that we want value
for the money we spend. TUnder the Fed-
eral 10ads agrecment maintenance is a charge
agninst the State, whereas under our Aet it
is a charge against the loeal authority.
The Minister has extraordinary powers to
compel the loeal authority to maintain the
roads. So it is essentinl that we should have
the eonstruction work well and economieally
done. Otherwise ufl this money will prove
a scotrge instead of a blessing; for main-
tenance for 20 years could easily be far
more costly than *he original construction.
Some of the roads are cert.un]) very good.
I suppose the engineers and their men have
profited hy their earlier experiences and so
are showing better results. T should like to
know that we are zuing to have 2 fmrly

active policy of mllway congtruetion, sinee -

according to the Minister the land adjacent
to our railways is for the most part already
taken up. Tf we allow for 3,000 miles of
railway, apart from the goldfields lines,
within a width of 25 miles we have served
48,100,000 acves and sold 32,000,000 aeres.
Ro we have some 16,100,000 acres left.
Then there is the loss due to railway
Junetions, representing perhaps 5,500,000
acres.  Altogether if we allow for fimber
lands in resevve, and water areas, probably

we have not more than 7,000,000 acres of-

land remainine. Tt would be a fine
thing if we could rconstrnet railways
fairly quickly so that the present demand
for land might be met An aggregate length
of 500 miles of new railways would open up
within a 25-mile radius some 8,000,000 acres
of land. The demand for land is very brisk

119

just. now, and sa ! hope the, Minister, when
the Loan Estimates come along, will keep in
mind the desirability of building further
railways, I understand be has now a suffi-
cient staff of men to make the surveys if
necessary; and if he is going to import
draftsmen from South Africa and elsewhere,
he ought soon to have a sufficient number
of those cxperts. We have anthorised fhe
building of about 500 miles of railway, and
it would be well if the construction of those
lines ecould be entered upon at a fairly early
date. The trouble is that we dropped the
system of spur lines some years ago in fav-
our of looping up. It was thought we could
not take our railway system much further
east, becanse of the rainfall, and so at the
earnest request of the Railway Department
the spur line system was abandoned. Bus
we are now finding that when we set oul
continuous lines we lose 10 miles of
effective railway every tinie we walke a
start. So there are in the agricultural
districts at least 35 miles of railway that
is not effective.

The Minister for Railways: Quite right.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
it is 400 miles, really. Starting from the
port of Bunbury, :he port of Geraldton and
other ports, of course, the land along the
first 10 miles of the rmlwav is already
served,

ThHe Minisler for leways Round about

: \Icr;‘edin there are five lines.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
the saIné applies to each of them. It applies
w herever t.hcre is a junctiop. Lines are be-
mg prov:ded to link up earlier lines, and so
we gef, not 100 miles of affective railway,
but only' 80 miles or even Jess. There is at
present a keen demand for 1and, and T hope
we shleI be ahle to huild railways to open
up' countl‘y upon which to settle people
an¥igis to go on the land and develop it
Out' own people here ought to have it
There are all the miners whom we want to
settlél  Then there are the people éoming
from the East with money. If we really
want' t6 inerease produetion, it ean only
be done by the building of further wvail-
ways..+ If T am right in saying that
there is remaining not more than 7.000,000
acres- of land, apart from timber reserves,
the posifion demands that we should do
something, We cannot go on selling with-
out exhansting our supply. * 1 will not be
long before we shall have settled all the
goof: land in the wheat belt. I sincerely
hope it will riot he long. - After we once
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started it was not long before we had sold
enormons areag in conditional purchase
blocks. Like the Minister's Kanowna gold,
which eould not be taken out twice, our Jand
canaot be sold twice. In 1909-10 there were
5,400 applications for land approved. In
1921-22 there were 3,625; in 1922-23 there
were 2,997; in 1923-24 there were 2,899; in
1924-25 there were 2,406; in 1925-26 there
were 2,579 and in 1926-27 there were 2,455.
So we are rapidly exhausting all the avail-
able land; land already served by railways.
It is a serious matter, and one to which we
shall have to give seriouns attention. Of
course I am well aware that some people
think we ought to hesitate about eonstruct-
ing further railways. It was because of
opposition, noi in this Hounse, but outside,
that T worked out those fgures.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
only inerease due to main roads contribu-
tions is £36,000. Last year the amonnt was
£16,000. This £36,000 could be provided
from revenue, and the other part of our
contributions from loan funds. The Fed-
eral Government contribute to Western
Australia under this scheme on a different
basis from any other scheme in which
population is the factor. Because of our
population we get more than we would be
entitled to if cognisance were faken only
of the numbers of our people. We have to
borrow money. There is no help for it.
Although we get money from the Federal
(Government, they are able to impose in-
direet taxation, which in this State goes a
long way towards covering the contribu-
tions. We get more than we would get if
the distribution were made on the popula-
tion basis. Even in this State the con-
tributions collected by the Federsl Govern-
ment must be very considerable. The
Minister will find that we imported over
£1,300,000 worth of oil, mostly petrol, last
year, sll of which is subject to taxation.
The amount eollected in that way must go
a long way towards meeting the Federal
part of this scheme. One always envies
the ease with which the Federal Govern-
ment can raise revenue. When the agree-
ment was suggested we thonght the money
would come from revenue without any
{further taxation being imposed upon the
people. It wounld be interesting to know
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from the Minister what propertion of the
grant is collected in Western Australia.
The sooner we awaken to the faet that
whatever we get from the Federal Govern-
ment the people have to pay for, the better
will it be. We are hampered by conditions
becanse of these grants. Not only does
this limit our freedom of operations, but
it imposes an additiona]l burden in the
carrying ont of our works. Of course we
are dealing with people who are 2,000 miles
away, In earrying out a multiplicity of
comparatively small works, as in the case
of our roads, there must be trouble in deal-
ing with people so far removed from us,
The Minister will now have to attend con-
ferences at Canberra. He ecannot go thers
more than onee a year, and has a small
chance of discussing these many matters
dealing with road making with the
Federal authority. Apparently they exer-
cise a control which must add to the cost
of carrying out the work. The Minister
said that trouble was encountered becaunse
of that position and that delay resulted.
After a year or two we should find that the
expenditure has resulted in the eonstrue-
tion of many miles of first class roads. The
Minister will have to take into considera-
tion the upkeep of these thoroughfares.
Not only is trafic becoming greater day by
day, but the vehicles are becoming heavier,
and because the roads are improving the
rate of speed is inereasing. The Minister
has been perfeetly frank in telling mem-
bers about the works under his control.
For the most part they are the same as
those that existed when the department
was under the control of the previous Min-
igter for Works, but the present Minister's
responsibilities have been added to in cer-
tain directions.

[Mr. Lambert took the Chair.]

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [7.35]: The Minister for Worke has
informed us that the Public Works Depari-
ment last year created a new record when
it had three railways under construetion at
the one time. That is a very creditable per-
formance, and I can realise that the Minis-
ter must take some pride in it. The Minister
stated that last year the depariment had
under econstruetion the Denmark-Nomalup
extension, the Ejanding Northwards rail-
way and the Salmon Gums-Norseman rail-
way. That was very satisfactory. He also
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referred to the fact thaet the Salmon Gums
railway had been completed and opened for
fraflic. I have not, however, heard of any
new railway baving been started since then.
Whereas last year three railways were under
construetion at the one time, this year only
two are under construction.

Mr. Marshall: Has the Yarramony-East-
ward railway been started?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: On the contrary,
I have to complain that such an important
public work is still held in abeyance.
Whilst a noteworthy record has been achieved
by the Minister's department, I should like
to know why that rate of progress has not
been maintained. Why has no other railway
been started since the Esperance line wa:
completed? Why was pot the plant re-
moved from the Salmon Gums railway te
enable one of the other important works
that are authorised to be put in hand? There
is plenty of migration money available at
present.

The Minister for Works: Is there?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Aceording te
the Federal member (Mr. Mann) this State
is in a very fortunate position. We appear
to be getting four-fifths of the migration
money, which has so far been allotted to the
different States. I do not know whether
Mr., Mann’s figures, as published in the
Press, are correct, but they have been given
wide publicity.

The Premier: They may only have indi-
cated that the other States were doing very
little.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The figures
showed that we ave receiving a large amount
of migration money.

The Minister for Works: I give you my
word ihat every work that has been approved
under the migration agreement iz in full
swing,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: My complaint is
that whereas the Government had three rail-
ways under construetion at one time last
year, they have only two under constructior
now. There is a long list of aunthorised rail-
ways, several of which are in the wheat dis-
triets, where we are getting big crops this
vear, It wonld be a great relief to
settlers in the Yarramony, Yourakine
and Take PRrown-Bulliinch distriets if
these railways were started. Receiving
depots could then be put in, apd the
settlers would be able to eart their wheat
to dumps at the sidings that would be built.
There is every need to go shead with thesc
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works. The Brookton-Dale railway was
authorised four or five years ago, and the
settlers are most anxious that it should be
proceeded with. Three railways have been
authorised in the South-West, namely, the
Pemberton-Northeliffe, the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook and the Manjimup to Mt Bar-
ker lines. With all the demand there is for
land, the big prospects there are before the
wheat areas, and with all the migration
money that is available, it is very import-
ant that the Government should get on with
these works,

The Premier: We got on with the busi-
ness last year to the extent of £4,100,000.

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON: Last year three
railways were under construetion, bul this
year there are only two. Why has not thai
rate of progress been mainiained? The get-
tlers in the distriets I have referred to,
badly need their railways. Apart from tke
two lines under construetion, there are these
others that have been suthorised. The Gov-
ernment should have set about building them
as quickly as possible. Then there is the
railway for the Kalgarin district. I hope
a Bill for the construction of that line will
be hrought forward during the present ses-
sion.

The Premier: There 15 no vole on the
Estimates for that.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: T hope it will
anear on the Loan Estimates. The Leader
oI the Opposition referred to the Engineer-
in-Chief (Mr. Stileman). Lately I read
some correspondence in a metropolitan
weekly paper conecerning the route of the
Ejanding line.

The Minister for Works: That line is not
on the Estimates.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX : On the Estimates
I can refer to the manner in which the En-
gineer-in-Chief is carrying out his duties.
That officer is supervising the survey of »
ling authorised by this House along a given
route. It was stated in the metropolitan
newspaper to which I have referred that
although the Bill passed by this House fixed
the route with a line of demarcation of only
five miles, the Engineer-in-Chief instructed
his officers to go ontside that line of demar-
cation.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member is
out of order in dealing with that matter,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am entirely in
order.

The CHAIRMAN: That is for me to sav.
I do not think the hon. member is in order.



1422

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: If I am not in
order, then I am thankful I have the right
to appeal against yonr decision.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not catch the
hon. member’s remark.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The En-
gineer-in-Chief is in charge of the survey
of the railway routes in this country. Par-
liament fixed a certain route for thiz rail-
way.

The Minister for Works: I rise to a poim
of order. The hon. member is referring to
the Ejanding Northwards railway.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: I am referring
to the manner in which the Fngineer-in-
Chief is earrving out his duties.

The Minister for Works: That railway is
the subject matter of a motion that appears
on the Notice Paper. I submit that the hon.
member cannot anticipate the subjeet mat-
ter of a motion, of which notice hag been
given. Furthermore, there is no item on the
Fstimates deanling with the railway ques-
tion. On both points, I submit. the hon.
member is ont of order.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Before you give
your decision, Sir, T wish to point ouf that
the notice of motion on the Notice Paper
mevely asks for certain papers. In regard
to the seecond point, the question of the rail-
way need not neeéssarily enter into the argu-
ment. I am eriticising Mr. Stileman’s action
in instrueting a railway to he surveyed on a
route outside the limits of the Parliament-
ary authorisation. On both those points, T
submit, my remarks are entirely in order.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in disenssing a notice of motion
on the Notice Paper, nor in disenssing a ques
tion of routes.

AMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I quite agree
with von, Mr. Chairman, that if I discossed
something on the Notice Paper I would nol
be in order. But T was discussing something
different from the notice of motion on the
Notice Paper; T was discussing Mr. Stile-
man's action in instructing the surveyors to
survev a route of a railway whieh is now
under construction; and that is where the
danger comes in, because the railway is being
built.

The Premier: This iz distinetly out of
order. The hon. member is diseussing rail-
wayv routes on these Wstimates.

The CHAIRMAN: What railway is the
hon. member discussing?

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON: T am discussing
prrticular railwavs well known to the Min-
ister. Bt
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The CHAIRMAN: But I desire to know
which.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A railway now
under construction in the Siate. Whilst the
route is being surveyed

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
these Tstimates.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am discussing
the action of the Engineer-in-Chisf in put-
ting himself above Parliament.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to curb
disenssion, but I think the hon, member
knows full well that he is not in order in
discussing a parficular railway, and T ask
him to refrain from doing so.

My, E. B, JOHNSTON: Am I in order
in discussing the conduct of an official whose
salary is on these Estimates?

The CHATREMAN: Yes,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: That is what I
wish to de.

The CHAIRMAN: It just depends on
how far the hon. member goes,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: I am discussing
the action of an official in instructing his snb-
ordinate officers to survey a railway outside
the limits of authorisation of the railway by
this House.

The CHAIRMAN: Now the hon. member
is discussing routes.

Mr. F. B. JOHNSTON:
routes. For the moment I am not saying
which is the better ronte. What I do con-
tend is that the rounte has heen decided by
Parliament, and that if the official in ques-
tion attempts to override the decision of,
Parliament lie is doing something that is
entirelv wrong and for which the respensible
Minister should bring him to book. I re-
gard the Enginer-in-Chief as a highly quali-
fied professional man, but I do not think he
should be permitted to override the decisions
of the Railway Advisory Board or the rontas
fixed, with certain limitations, by the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia. Now I wish to
say a few words regarding the obsoclete pub-
Yic buildings in tbe town of Narrogin, and
T want to knmow whether the Government
have any poliecy to supply proper publie
buildings in ontside distributing centres. Tn
Narrogin there is not one public bunilding
ocenipied for the purpose for which it was
originally eonstructed. The courthouse is an
old building that was the first agrienltural
hall erected in Narrogin. Tt hag been used
as an office, and to-day it is the courthouse.
It js sitnated upon a noisy eorner, and magis-

No, Sir; not
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frates continually complain of the noise to
which they are subjected when hearing cafies.

Mr. Marshall: How long has that been
going on?

Mr. E. B. JOBNSTON: For a number of,
years.

Mr. Marshall: Then it is about time Nar-
rogin changed its Parliamentary representa-
tive.

Mr. E. B. JOUNSTON: That is a matter

of opinion. The business of the Agriculutral
Bank is conducted in a building which waa
originally the first school of the town. The
butlding was condemmed for school purposes
ahout 20 years ago. The local office of the
Lands Department is in a building that was
the first schoolmaster’s residence, and as such
was condemned about 20 years ago. It is
dark, damp, and nnhealthy. The district
police inspector has his headquarters at Nar-
rogin in a building originally erected for
police quarters—a little low cottage. All
.these buildings should be condemned, and
the Government should follow the example
set by private enterprise in that centre and
build modern, np to date offices.

My, Marshall: If your description of the
pulilic buildings at Narvogin is correct, the
Joeal health authorities shounld condemn them,

Mr. E. B. JTOHNSTON: Only last week
the AMTP. Society opened in Narrogin a
block of two-storev buildings, modern and
up to date, such as woiuld adorn any part of
the eapital. The town couneil are huilding
new offices and an extension of the town hall.
T ask the Government to do something to
bhetter the eollection of secondhand rat-traps
in which fo-dav the public services are car-
ried on at Narrogin, T hope the Government
will erect adequate and up to date buildings
similar to the buildings put up by private
enterprise. T.ook at the great faith Sir Jobn
Forrest had in the outside distriets of West-
ern Auystralia in days gone hy. Took at the
splendid publie buildings he erected in Kzl
goorile and Coolgardie, and guite properly;
they have served their pnrpose admirably. Y
ask the Government, and the Minister for
Works in partienlar. to follow that example
not only in Narrogin bnt in manv other
important conntrv centres.

The Premier: Tf it ecomes to a choice
hetween buildines and railwavs, what eourse
wonld vou advise ns to take?

Mr. E.B. JOHNSTON: Railways are the
first consideration everv time. On behalf of
the man on the Innd, let railways be built firat
every time. Bnt let us not lag hehind in the
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matter of public buildings. The question of
proper offices for public servants in country
districts must not be overlooked. [t demands
early attention.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan)} [7.55]: I wish
to offer a few words on the operations of the
Main Roads Board. No doubi the board
have grave diflicuities to overcome, but it is
a fact that a good deal of dissatisfaction
exists with regard to their work. Recently
a circular letter was sent to road boards
throughout the State mentioning that funds
for maintenance work conld not be provided
hy the Main Roads Board. Further, depn-
tations have been informed that damage to
roads as the result of heavy cartage carried
on by tle Main Roads Board could not he
vepaived, no funds being available for that
purpose under the Federsl scheme. I be-
lieve that in many disfricts roads which have
been constructed, and constructed reason-
ably well for light traffie, have been reduced
to u slate of grave disrepair by the cartage
of heavy moterial for the construction of
voads either by the Main Roads Board or by
contractors under them. This is not one
speeial instanee: complaints are general in
the outer suburban area as well as, 1 helieve,
in the metropolitan area. I have no desive
to trespass on the district represented by the
member for Canning, but T know that there
thie position is acute and that the dissatis-
faction felt by the local authorities is keen.
T claim that if a-road is constructed by the
Main Roads Boeard or any other authority
to stand up to heavy traffie, it must have
either a tar-dressed surface or a surface
dressed with a more expensive material, Un-
fortunately the Main Roads Board's specifi-
cationd do not inelude this dressing, and
we have been informed that as such has not
been provided. such is not possible—I think
that «tatement was made by the Minister,
T am hopeful that the hon. gentleman may
ohtain & variation of that condition, because
it is very wasteful to construct roads and
leave them with merely a gravel surfare,
since in the course of a few months series
of eorrugations, ruts and potholes appear,
andl the road speedily becomes, compara-
tively speaking, unfit for nse. An instance
in point is the Welshpool-road in the Can-
nine district, a work carried out by the old
Roads and Bridges Department, but never-
theless through the operation of the Federal
rnads aid scheme. Already that section is
in a had state. T claim that if in addition
to the work done that section had been tar-



1424

dressed, it wounld be in good condition to-
day. 1t would pay far betier to reduce the
distanee constructed than to increase the
distance by means of ineffective work. The
Main Roads Board, as I have said, are not
allowed funds, or have no funds, for repairs
to be effected to damage aetually caused by
the operations of that body. That is a ser-
iong position, and one which I hope ean be
amended. It would be a pity if every road
in the metropolitan area and the outer sub-
urban arvea were to be closed against traffie;
but the loeal authorities must have support
from the Main Roads Board in respect of
such repairs, or alternatively, the only course
will be to limit the weight of load to be
earried on roads that are liable to be dam-
aged. Perbhaps a further alternative would
be to let the roads get into such a condition
of disrepair as to render their use impractie-
able. 1 do not want to refer to different
road boards, but as the Minister is about
to leave for the East T express the hope
that while there he will nrge, and urge sue-
eessfully, a variation of eonditions with re-
spect to utilisation of funds provided under
the Federal scheme. There is another ques-
tion which I have brought under the notice
of the Minister, and T am hopeful that before
long it will he possible for him to make a
statment with regard to it. It is in respect
of the removal of road-making material from
properties for the purpose of construeting
developmental or main roads. Under the
Roads Aect of 1919 it is competent to take
road-making material for the construetion of
roads ihat abnt on property from which the
material is taken, bnt under the Land Aet
and the Publiec Works Aet, it is competent
for the Government to go on to any property
and take therefrom material, ineluding tim-
her, for the purpose of road construction.
That is permitted irrespective of whether the
material so taken is to be wsed on the road
that abuts on the property from which it is
taken. T have paritculars of an instance-—
T will not read the letter to the Committee—
in whiek not only did those working for the
Main Roads Board go upon a property and
take material, but they eunt the fence in sev-
eral places and aetually burnt the rails and
posts from the propertv. I trust that any
dereliction of dnty or excess of zeal snch
as I have indicated will Teceive striet and
eareful investigation. T wish the Minisler
wounld advise the Committee as to whether
it i9 intended to take advantage of the Public
Works Act or the Lands Aet in respeet of
employeez of the Main Roads Board heing
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permitted o go on properties in order to
tnke material for read-making purposes, or
whether it iz intended that the Main Roads
Board shall be content with the powers
vested in them under the legislation that en-
abled the hoard to be established. Per-
sonally, I think the latter course should be
adopted. 1t was never intended that the
Publiec Works Act or the Land Act shouid
be used for the purposes I have indicated.
Tn que particular instanee in the Armadale
district o earter working for the Main Roads
Board removed a good derl of stone from
a property. It has to be remembered that
some of the land has a very limited value
which is determined by the quantity of stone
and timber on the blocks. It is not equit-
able that this material should be taken
unless eompensation is paid to the property
owners. 1 believe that if a case were
taken to the court there would be a ver-
diet in favour of the person appealing
for compensation, from the standpoint
of equity alone. T cannot say whether he
would be able to succeed from a strietly
legal standpoint. T lesitate to helieve that
any (Government wou'd be gmilty of taking
advantage of a section of any Aect or of
any regulation, if it was never intended that
these provisions shoutd he used for the pur-
poses I have indicated. I realise the diffi-
culties which the Main Roads Board have tc
face, but there is grave dissatisfaetion re.
specting the work of the board. T am hope-
Bul that following on the visit of the Min-
ister for Works tuv Melbourne there will he
suieh & change in policy that it will be pos.
sible not only to assure fair treatment being
meted out to those from whose property
material is taken bul that voads damaged
hv those working for the Main Roads Board
will be put in order again, and that in addi-
tion the loeal authorities will be more sym-
pathetieally dealt with than is the case now
I say that with the knowledge tha
under the Aect governing the Federal ak
roads grant, it i not competent for the
Main Roads Board to repair roads so dam
aged. That statz of affairs should be
remedied at the earliest possible moment.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [8.5]: There
are one or two points that T wish to raise
The first is the recent decision of the Sup
reme Conrt in a casé concerning a consti
tuent of mine. T muke no apology for re
ferring to that particular case, because if
illustrates a serions defect in our presen!
laws. T refer to the ease in which Mr
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Justice Northmore granted an injunetion
against the firm of Saunders & Stuart pre-
venting them from continuing the use of
certain automatic riveters necessary for the
business,  The *West Australian” had a
sub-leader on the subject the other day, and
I wish to emphasise the lessons to be gained
from the litigation. What happened was
that the firm established a foundry, or steel
manufacturing works, not far from the rail-
way on the northern side of the line. A
necessary part of the machinery installed
comprised the automatic riveters, Those
machines make an extremely unpleasant
noise when being operated, a noise that
renders the lives of the people in the im-
mediate vicinity uncomfortable. In par-
ticular they make the work of teaching at
St. Brigid’s Convent School practieally im-
possible, At any rate, those concerned con-
vinced the learned judge that that was the
position, and they secured the injunction
that was applied for. The result is that
the enterprise of Saunders & Stusrt has
been wiped out, or, at any rate, has been
serionsly hampered. If they are fo carry
on business the firm must find a block of
land eclsewhere, and then having shifted all
their plant, they will have no certainty that
the same thing will not happen again.

The Premier: Someone else may eomplain.

Mr. DAVY: Saunders & Stuart represent
only one of other enterprises of a somewhat
similar description in the vicinity of the site
coneerning which the litigation arose. I
suggest the time is long past when our legis-
Iation should allow this serious confiict of
interests between the rights of landowners
or oceupiers to enjoy the use of their pro-
perty for residential purposes, and the in-
ierests of those who establish new industries
in this State, and such conflict should be
prevented. This problem works itself out
over a loug period of time in any eountry.
There are no laws dealing with the situation
in England, of which I am aware, but there
it has solved itself because over a long
period of years certain areas have been
recognised a3 manufacturing centres. Noises
have been made there for so long that the
people cannot complain. Unless the legis-
lature takes action, we shall have a period
during which people will not know where
they are. 1 understand there is on the
stocks a town planning Bill. T am sure that
if the Minister for Works brings it forward
this session, there will be an enormous
amount of argument aboui it, and the Bill
will probably he referred o a seleet com-
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mittee or a Royal Commission to be dealt
with. It will be a complicated and difficult
matter to understand, and such a measure
is certainly not one that we should embark
upon in great haste, I submit to the Min-
ister for Works, who is charged, if any Min-
ister is, with the duty of supervising local
government matters, that it is most urgent
that power should be conferred on local
authorities, or some other body, to deter-
mine in what areas in the metropolis and
elsewhere persons may with safety carry on
manufacturing operafions without the fear
of being hampered after they have made a
start, becanse the undertakings interfere
with private citizens. It seems to me that
it is a matter of great importance and ur-
geney.  Another matter T would like to
mention refers {o the communieation be-
tween two portions of my constituency
divided at present by the railway line. That
is not a question peculiar to West Perth,
It is shared by practically every other met-
ropolitan constituency.

The Premier: But more particularly by
East Perth and West Perth,

Mr, DAVY: Yes. The city proper has
a good few means of communication across
the railway. Subiaco itself is not concerned,
but Subineo and Leederville combined are
interested. West Perth is coneerned from
the Milligan-street crossing to the Thomas-
street bridge. There is a terrible death-trap
—1 do not want to use extravagant lan-
guage—in the subway just west of the
West Perth railway station. I do not know
that anyone has been killed there, but the
sobway is so obviously dangerouns that every-
one is particularly cereful when poing
through.

Mr. Mann: It is far too narrow.

Mr. DAVY: It is perfeetly ridiculous to
have suech a means of ecommunication be-
tween two sides of the line. The exit on
each side ig towards a dead end. A person
who wishes fo pass under the subway has to
turn sharply to the right; and when he has
procceded through, he has again to turn
sharply to the left or the right. As I have
already said, the subway is very dangerous
and it is a wonder no one has been hurt.

Hon. G. Taylor: Everyone has to be
careful there and that makes it safe,

Mr. DAVY: Recently the “West Aus-
tralian” published a map of the city in
which the dangerous parts of the metropolis
were indicated in black. Those places are
so obviously dangerous that no one is hurt
there. It is the conceivably safe places
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that eanse accidents, places that look safe
but are not. Here again I am prompted
to refer to the proposals of the Town Plan-
ning Assoeiation and the possibility of
legislation being introdueced to enable thoae
proposals to be earried out. It is obviously
absurd that such an important main road
as Charles-street should be brought down
to the railway and then be diverted down
a nharrow back street to dive under the
snbway.

Mr. Mann: The original plan for the city
markets made provision for a bridge join-
ing up with George-street.

Mr. DAVY: If we cannot have town
planning straight away, let us go to work
piecemeal and do something to get away
from such absurd things as the Milligan-
street crossing. I cannot speak of the posi-
tion regarding the last month or two, but
on two occasions before that the gates
were closed on Sundays and no notice was
posted vp notifying the publie that the
gates were closed.

The Premier: But the gates are open
ocessionally for traffie on week days!

Mr. DAVY: Just so. It is a poor thing,
too, beeanse, having crossed it and got on
to the north side of the railway, a driver is
able to o only a little way before ranning
into a square, and it is then necessary to
turn again either to the left or the right.

The Premier: Generally to the right.

Mr. DAVY : That depends upon the
habits of the driver. 1f it is a hot day and
he is not a total abstainer, he probably
turns to the right and drops into the ex-
cellent earnvanserie that is jusl outside fny
electorate. This matter needs the urgent
attention of the Minister. He should
arrange for some easy and expeditious
method of getting over that barrier be-
tween the north and south sides. T would
not presume to suggest a proper solution,
but it has oceurred to me that in view of
the great importance of Charles-street and
its extension northwards—I believe the
Government have been responsible for
bunilding a magnificent road from the con-
tinuation of Charles-street to Wanneroo—
some quick way over the railway should be
provided. There i3 one other matter that
at first sight may appear to be more
appropriate on the Edueation Estimates
and that is the Thomas-street sehool. Tt is
not in my constituency, but it serves my
constitnency just as much as it serves
Subigeo. Complaints have been made to
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we and to the member for Subiaco of the
bad and even dilapidated state of the
school equipment, including fences, trees,
ete. 1 understand the matter was in the
hands of the Eduecation Department and
lias now been taken in hand by the Works
Department. I am repeating what has
been told me; I am not speaking of my
own knowledge. I ask the Minister to look
into the matter and if that which should
have been done has not been done, I beg
bim to expedite the work. Thomas-street
school is a large and most important sehool.
The Premier on one oceasion did me the
honour of acecompanyisg me there to sve
a demonstration, and I think he enjoyed it
thoroughly.

The Premier: It is one of the most im-
portaut schools in the city.

Mr. DAVY: Some time ago I preferred
a request to have the grounds put in order,
but was iuld that the cost would be pro-
hibitive. I urge the Minister to have the
playground, buildings and accessories put
into the best possible condition at the
earliest possible date. I regret that I have
dealt more or less with parochial matters,
but they are of importance and I make no
apology for having brought them up.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

MR. LINDSAY (Toodvay) [B8.18]: T
wish to remind the Minister for Works thac
some time age I introdueed to him a
deputation on Lthe question of the Toodyay-
road. The Minister has not vet given me o
reply. T impress upon him the serionsness
of the question.

The Minister for Works: Did I not give
vou a reply ab the time?

Mr. LINDSAY: No, the Minister tock a
note of the request and promised to ferward
& reply later on. I made & suggestion to
the Minister—one that had been made 18
months before—that it might be possible to
divert some of the traffic fees for the bene
fit of the portion of Toodyay-road in ques
tion. T also told him that as the Perth-
Northam-road was being constructed and a
grent deal of traffic was being diverted to
the Toodyay-road, some compensation might
be paid to the local governing bodies respon-
sible for the upkeep of the Toodyay-road.
The unfortunnte position is that although my
constituents at the west end hlame me for
not having got the road repaired, a very
small portion of the thorounghfare is in my
electorate. The members for Ghiildford and
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Swan are as much responsible for it as I
am, but evidently their constituents are not
worrying them as mine are worrying me.
The greater portion of the road traverses
country where nobody lives, It is only the
people towards the Toodyay end that want
it. When we remember that the Toodyay-
road is one of the oldest in the State, it
having been built by the conviets in the
early days, and that it has a very fine foun-
dation, semething shonld be dome to keep
it in repair. The portion in my distriet
Hiar heen kept in repair by the road board
and they are prepared to eontinue keeping
it in repair, but it is the portion within
the Greenmount distriet, and I think, the
Swan district, that has been out of repair
so long, Toodyay is a very old town that is
nsed by quite a nnmmher of people for a
week-end pleasure resort, and T have been
informed that the business of Toodyay has
declined considerably because of the bad
condition of the read. Tt is very rough and
people will not use it. There is another
mafter with which I intended to deal, but
T am not sure whether T may do so. Tt
appears T have made a mistake by putting
a certain motion on the notiee paper.
Through having done so, T understand T am
not permitted to disruss the matier at this
starre.  Still. in so far ns it velates to the
action of the Fngineer-in-Chief, T think T
am in order in dealing with it on these
Fstimates. That is my opinion, anyhow.

The Premier: Under the Standing Orders
von are not entitled to deal with it if you
have a motion on the notice paper.

Mr. LINDSAY: All my motion asks is
that eertain papers be laid on the Table. 1
propose to deal with statements made by the
Fneineer-in-Chief.

Hon. G. Tavlor: You ean deal with them.

The Premier: No, they are the subject
mntter of a motion on the notiece paper.

Wr. LTNDSAY: T am inclined to think it
ix within my right to deal with statements
by the Engineer-in-Chief—statements that
have heen published in the Press.

The Minister for Works: Where did von
see them?

Mr. T.INDSAY: The other nicht T read
a statement that appeared in an Albanv
paner. and T have seen it stated in other
paners that the Bngineer-in-Chief Tecom-
mended that railways he constrocted farther
anart. He nlzo sngwested that the Aeri-
enltnral Bank trustees should be asked to
alter their policv of assisting onlv those
farmers within 1234 miles of a railway.
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The Minister for Works: He has never
made such a statement.

Mr., LINDSAY: But I have seen it in
the Press,

The Minister for Works: I bave seen sev-
eral statements atfributed to me in this
week’s papers, and they were untrue. That
applied to the Engineer-in-Chief. Have
not you seen things about yourself in the
Press.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes.

Mr. Latham: In the “Worker.”

Mr. LINDSAY: I can understand the
Minister for Works saying that the state-
ment is not true, but when I know that
effect has been given to what was stated,
I must assume that the statement is true.
The Engineer-in-Chief is aectually doing
what he said should be done,

The Minister for Works: If you permit
me I will give you the facts.

Mr, LINDSAY: The position is ag I have
mentioned.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.

Mr. LINDSAY: When T was dealing with
the question, the members of the Railway
Advisory Board were in my electorate.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member has
been all right up to the present, but he is
now getting on to dangerous ground.

Mr. LINDSAY: I wish to show that the
statement must bave been true, since I un-
derstand from my constituents that the Raii-
way Advisory Board have returned to the
distriet to logk at the junction in guestion.
It is an important matter. I ean speak with
some knowledge of the subject and I am
prepared to say that if influence is to be
brought to bear, as the Engineer-in-Chief
suggests, it will not be in the interests of the
State.

The Premier: The hon. member cannot
discuss the route of a railway on these Esti-
mates,

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think he is
doing so.

The Premier: Of course he is.

The CHAIRMAN: He has not yet men-
tioned a railway route.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am speaking of the
statement of the Wngineer-in-Chief.

The Premier: You have -bheen dealing with
the railway route for the last ten minutes.

Mr, TTNDSAY: T think T have some pri-
vileres in this Homse.

The Premier: Within the Standing Orders,
yvou have.

Mr. LTNDSAY: T believe T can exercise
mv privilege in another way.
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Mr. E. B. Johaston: The hon. member is
speaking of the actions of an official,

The Premier: The whole thing is a mare’s
nest and there is no truth in it.

My, LINDSAY : I do not wish to act con-
trary to Standing Orders, but I considered
it my duty €o bring the matter forward,
Probably I shall have an opportunity later
on. There is another matter affecting the
Works Department. We are receiving a
road grant from the Commonwealth, Some
time ago the road boards in my district—
I suppose the same thing applies to
all the electorates—were notified that
a certain amount of money was avail-
able. There must be something seriously
wrong with the department when we
find that, although the road boards were
80 informed some months ago, they have
not yet had the money to do the work., I
have heard that the money will be alloeated
next year, but many road boards have eom-
munieated with me. They want to know
why it was not possible to get the money
and carry out the work.

The Minister for Works: The money was
available three months ago.

Mr. LINDSAY: That is surprising, be-
cause I have received requests for money
from road boards in my distriet. Repre-
sentatives of the Nungarin Road Board
came to Perth for that special purpose and
waited on the Main Roads Beard.

The Minister for Works : The Main
Roads Board do not hand out the money.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Nungarin board de-
sired to put in a tender for the work, If
the money was available, why could not
they get it? I agree that we cannot form
roads in the wheat belt during the summer,
but some of the road boards have been
pressing me for months to know when the
money wounld be available. They have been
desirous of getting on with the work, but
so far have not had an opportunity te do
go. The Minister interjected just now that
the money was available three months ago.
T am surprised to hear that. Certain
specifications for road eonstruction were
gent ont to the country. T asked Mr.
Anketell, of the Main Roads Board, about
those specifications and explained it was
impossible for a road board to consiruet
roads according to the specifications. Mr.
Anketell told me he intended to withdraw
them. Within the last fortnight an engineer
has been in my eleetorate with the same
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specifications, which were intended f(
main tronk roads and main arierial road
When I informed the Chairman of the roa
board that the specifications had been witt
drawn, the decision was passed on to t}
engineer, who replied, “Then it 18 of x
use my staying here” and be returned
Perth. The Minister says the money ha
been available for three months. If tha
is so, why were not the road boards in
formed? The Nungarin Road Board gen
me two telegrams on the subjeet, and
went to the department on two oceasion
and obtained all the information I coul
get there. The road board, however, we:
dissatisfied and said they wanted a deputa
tion. I took the deputation to the Mal
Roads Board and the deputationists pointe
out that the season for constructing road
was getting late and that they were pre
pared to submit a tender. We were in
formed that things were not ready am
that the money could not be spent for som
time, It appears to me there has been to(
much delay in this matter, The mone;
was supposed to be available during Jum
and the local bodies were prepared to sub
mit tenders for the work at any time afte
that date and they have not had an oppor
tunity to do so. If the money was avail
able, the Main Roads Board should have
informed the loeal authorities and aske(
them to submit tenders.

The Minister for Works: You are talk:
ing nonsense.

Mr. LINDSAY : There is no nonsense
about it. Can the Minister tell me of any
road board in the State—that is, a board
doing this work—that has yet spent its
grant? A conference attended by the
representatives of 16 road boards was held
in Perth during show week, They met to
consider this matter. The Trayningz Road
Board had circularised other road boards
in the wheat helt and I met their repre-
sentatives in Perth. 'We met at the
Bohemia hall and sent a deputation fo wait
on the Chairmsn of the Main Roads Board.
We were informed by him that the money
would be available next year. That was
once of our troubles up to that time. We
were not given the opportunity to spend
the money. 1If the Minister says that is
wrong, then he has the opportunity of
showing me that it has been done this
session. I have already referred to the
specifications and told the Houge that I
had interviewed the Minigter.
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The Minister for Works: That was not
our fault.

My. LINDSAY : The specifications as
altered by the Minister were suitable and
we worked under them.

The Minister for Works :
them ¥

Mv. LINDSAY: Yes; when we put up
the guestion the Minister said he would do
his best fo get them altered and they were
altered and we were able to tender for the
work. That took place in his own offiee.
Since then we have had a fresh set of
specifications. = The member for Moore
showed them to me and I said to him that
they could not be for us. The road boards
conference saw the specifications and de-
elared they would not be snitable. If was
then that we were told that a special set
was going to be made for the road boards
in the wheat belt. I do not say that the

. deputation went away dissatisfied. They
got from the Chief Engineer of the Main
Roads Board the information they had been
worrying him for,

I altered

MR. MANN {Perth) [8.32]: I desire to
add a few words to the remarks of the mem-
ber for West Perth regarding the advan+
tages that will be grined by connecting the
northern with the southern part of the city.
That also applies to the electorates of Perth
and East Perth, which are similarly situated,
as the member for East Perth would say
if he were referring to the subject. There
is, however, & higger proposition that re-
quires eonsideration.  Instead of desling
with a subway here and a bridge there, and
a crossing somewhere else, we should tackle
the advisableness of removing the central
railway station to a position further north
of the city.

Mr. North: Hear, hear.

Mr. MANN: A position between Mt
Lawley and Bast Perth might be considered,
probably a mile or a mile and a half north
of the existing site,

Mr. North: And we should save money
on it.

Mr. MANN: T do not know whether the
matter has been investigated. Probably it
has, but of conrse the public wounld not know
anything about it. Tn any case the matter is
worthy of investigation if only te aseertain
the probable cost, and whether the land
owned by the Government to-day and whieh
could be sold to great advantage, would not
more than pay for the cost of shifting the

1429

central statton further north. The one job
would thus get away with all the disabilities
that exist at the present time, and it would
remove the various bottle-necks and the dan-
gerous crossings that now exist.

Mzr. E. B. Johnston: Travellers would be
nconvenienced.

Mr. MANN: I do not know that they
wonld. In any case the arrival and depar-
ture of trains should not stand in the way
of a question of sueh national importance.
The City of Perth is in a bottle-neck. It has
the river on two sides, on the south and on
the emst, and there is the railway on the
north, 1t is bottled in, in a narrow ares,
and values have been foreed up in that area
beyond all bounds. If the railway were re-
moved further north, there would be a reas-
onable possibility of the city growing in the
right way.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : The south Swan rail-
woy would get over a lot of difficulty.

Mr. MANN: No city can become prosper-
ous when it has a railway running through
the centre of it. The existence of the goods
yards almost in the heart of the city means
considerable expense to the merchants, and
those costs naturally are passed on to the
consumers. There is great waste of time in
the removal of goods from the yards to the
crossing at Melbourne-road by reason of the
gates being so frequently closed and the same
thing exists when it is desired to enter the
yards from Melbourne-road. Heavily laden
vehicles cannot go over the Beaufort-street
bridge, because of the steep grade. Those
vehicles make for the Pier-street level eross-
ing, only to find very often that they have to
wait there for 20 minutes before the gates
are opened. The same disability exists at the
Lord-street crossing and it is becoming ag-
gravated every day. The suggestion I have
made would probably run into a considerahle
sum of money, but at the same time, land
that is held by the Government could be sold
to snch an advantage that it wonld pay for
the resumption of property further north on
which to build the station. Regarding the
recent legal proceedings to which the mem-
ber for West Perth referred, I might men-
tion a similar ease in Lord-street. About a
vear ago a man established a box factory and
he had to remove it becanse it was considered
a nmisance in the neighbourhood. The man-
ager of Tomlinson’s foundry told me re-
cently that he was unable to take advantage
of a great deal of work that was offered him
in the shape of the manufacture of oil tanks,
for the reason that he knew that if he in-
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stalled a riveting machine he would be
landing himself in trouble with the sehocls
and the hospitals that were adjacent-to- his
foundry.  The point, however, is that he
bnilt the foundvy on its existing site hefore
the sehools were established, and at that time
he did nof dream that the foundry would
ever become o nuisance in the neighbourhood.
1 urge the Minister to give statutory power
to the local authorities to declare factory
aveas, I hope the Minister will give sympa-
thetic conmsideration to the several matters
that T have referred to.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly)
looking at the estimate for the Works De-
partment which is set down at £111,262, my
only regret is that the sum is not more, he-
cause I consider that the Public Works De-
partment is one of the most important to
the people in this State. It is well known
that if we want a sehool house built or a
public building of any deseription, the re-
quest is referred to the Publie Works De-
partment. We ought to know that many
important works are held up because not suf-
ficient funds are provided to permit 6f those
works heing enrried out. Let me instanee
requests made to the Education Department.
The Director of Education approves of a
school being built, or a school being removed
from one place to another. In my own -par-
ticular case I have had word sent to me that
when funds were available the work would
be done. The matter goes on for a time
before the funds do become awvailable.,and
for that reason alone I consider it is of ‘the
utmost importance that the Minister should
have at his disposal as much money as we are
eble to provide for him. We know that he
has nothing to do with the railways beyond
eonstrueting them. Then when they are built,
they are handed over to the Railway De-
partment. T regret very much that the name
of the Engineer-in-Chief should have bgen
mentioned so frequently here to-night. There
was no oceasion to do that. T have had a little
trouble over the Brookton-Dsle River rail-
way. I have heen told that they were going
out beyond the 5-mile limit, but the Minister
has informed us that the route eannot be al-
tered exeept with the authority of Parlia-
mont. What is beine done is only a sngees-
tion from the Engineer-in-Chief or his en-
gineers. Parlinment will decide whether the
route is io bhe altered. Reference has heen
made to Mr. Stileman’s salary which T notice
iz £2.100 per annum. T rejoice to think that
we now have an engineer of his qnalifieations

[8.40]: On
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and it is satisfactory to know that by th
work he has done he has lived up to thos
qualifications. We have only to read his t
port on the Fremantle harbour which I cor
sider to be a wmasterpiece. I do not pose
an engineer, and it would be foolish on m
part to do so, but 1 am aware of the fac
that the State went fo lhe expense of seeu
ing the services of an eminent man like Si
George Buchanan when at the same time w
had in our employ an engineer who wa
equally as good, if not better than Si
Grorge Buchanan., I should also mentio:
that we have very capable engineers in othe
branches of the service. 1 refer morc pm
ticularly to those who are associated wit
the water supply department. These officex
have graduated in what might be termed th
climatic conditions of Western Australie
end they are now im o position to make re
commendations of great valne. Speakin,
of the gualifications of engineers, I migh
mention that I have been travelling for abou
32 years now over that section of the rail
way between Wooroloo and Chidlows, wher
a deviation hns lately been constructed. Th
other day I was on a train that went ove
that deviation, and I was sarprised to fin
{hat it was taking a full load. That was th
first occasion on which a full load had hee
carried along that part of the rallway sys
tem. What I want to know is why coul
not the discovery have been made 30 year
amo that the gradienis were such that it wa
impossibie to carry a full load on the lin
that is now to be discarded. I do mnot thin,
the distanee of the new route is any greate
than that of the old, and yet we have bee
put fo all that expense for so long a perioc
all through the bungling of the engineers o
the past. T am told that if the money has
been made available the engineers could hav
discovered the route in the first place. Bu
after 32 years we find an engineer who come
along and discovers a route within a mil
and a half of the original route, and the nes
onc is so advantageous that a full load ea
be taken over it on a grade of 1 in 80.

Mr. North: They must have been in
grent hurry when they hnilt the original linc

Mr. BROWN: That is the guestion; di
the department give those engincers sufficien
time? Whose fanlt was it? There are |
dozen old roads just there, all long sine
abandoned. Any Minister is justified in in
strueting his engineers to find the best rout:
Some of my friends think T have great ad
miration for Mr. Stileman beeause b
favours a railway that T have heen adve
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cating ever since 1 have beer in Parlizwent,
That is not so. 1 advoeated this line long
hefore we ever thought of Mr. Stileman.

Hon. G. Taylor: He was brought out
specially to support you

Mr. BROWN: I am pleased to know he is
tollowing out what | have advocated for so
long. I am glad to think I have a man of
Mr. Stileman’s yualifications to support me.
Turning to the drawing up of specifications,
1 say the whole thing depends on how they
are prepared. In the past we have had
specifieations drawn ap for many expensive
works. The estimated cost might have been,
say, 2 million pounds, but in the end the
work cost two million pounds. Something
must have been radically wrong to give rise
to such a discrepancy. Whese fault has it
been? We know that the costs of labour and
materials have gone up very mmuech, and so
it has been difficult to make accurate esti-
mates. I should like to see tenders ealled for
a great many of our public works. The only
people who have plant for railway construe-
tion are the Government. In the early days
we had great railway contractors in the State
with large plants. I often wonder if figures
eould be supplied showing that our public
works might be eonstrueted more cheaply by
contract than by the Public Works Depart-
ment. In my opinion, -opportunity should he
given to contractors to tender in competition
with the Public Works Department, the low-
est tenderer to get the job. In liitle country
towns we have many large Government build-
ings detertorating for want of a coat of paint
or other small repairs. A stiteh in time saves
nine. We have a lot of this work awaiting
attention in eountry towns, and I regret that
the vote we are now considering 18 not larger
than it 1=

Mr. Latham: This is anly for salaries.

Mr. BROWN ; No, it is for more than thal.
[ know we have to look to the Loan Estimates
‘or provision for big works, Every member
-equires a lot of work done in his own elec-
orate. In my electorate we require several
sublic works, such as the building of rail-
vay stations, and the like. If the Minister
an get through the year with this vote I
hink he will be doing remarkably well. [
tope he will have sufficient money to afford
ome relief to all the applicants that wili
ome before him. In Pingelly we are wait-
ng for money for onr hospital. We have
‘ound onr own share of the cost of the work,
nd we are waiting for the Public Works
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Departinént to find the balance and progeed
with the:improvements, so that the hospital
may. be pﬁt into good eondition.

MR. NORTH (Claremont\ (8. 50] Thers
are ore or two small points I should like tor
touch iupon. The first is in-regard to the
plannihg and layout of Perth and its sub-
urbs; The Minister, when replying, might
inform the House as to the real position re-
garding the future of the eity and suburbs.
Has any move been made? Is there to be &
comriission appeinted, or will definite action
be ‘taken? The question is in everybody’d
mind. ‘The city is growing véry fast, and an
announcement would be weldome as to what
is’intended in respect of railway stations, sub-
ways, new tiunk roads and many other re-
quirements. It is all involved in a central
policy as-to whether the Government believe
in town planning, or whether it is advisable
to hate a commission appointed. The years
go’'by 4nd wrongs are perpetuated, narrow
roads ai¢ made, dead-ends are created and &
lot “of sinoney i wasted through temporary
works. I should like the Minister to refer to
that in- general terms, beeanse it is too im-
portant to be overlooked much longer. We
have now in the railway suburbs level cross-
ings-almost as dangerous as those nenrer the
eity. In my own distriet there is a good place
for a subway at reasonable cost. Some yeara
ago'l bad plans drawn by the Minister for
Railiv aya and 1 now propose {0 make an at-
tempt to’ induce the Minister for Works to
carry ‘'out the work. This subway could
be ‘put in at the Cottesloe" station. It
would ‘elose two dangerous level ecross-
ings, ‘one on each side of the station.
The cost would be only about £15,000. If the
eity is to become as large 'as we all expect,
and if it is worth while spending millions on
water.-supplies and in other directions, it
would be well to attend to the subway. There
was a terrible nceident at Guildford recently
when a scheoolboy was killed at a level eross-
ing. So the question is worth considering,
together: with that of the future lay-out of
the- city and suburbs. Ancther unpleasanf
subject i1 that of the routes for the buses and)
taxis. . - . . .

The Miniater for Works: Where do you
find that in the Estimates? - ‘

Mr. NORTH: I understand we are deal-
ing’ with the salaries of the members of the
Rotites-Advidgory Committee.

The Minister for Works: They don't geb
any ‘shlaries, : :
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Mz, NORTH : That makes it all the more
pressing. I understand the local authorities
concerned all favour different rowtes, and I
trust they will be able to reach the Minister,
so that he can deal with the question shortly.
It is very unpleasant to have taxis running
on no definite routes, and this continual
quarrel between the public and the Routes
Advisory Comumittee and the Minister. Ther
I should like to ask the Mimister how the
loeal authorities are to carry on the making
of roads in the existing circumstances of in-
creased traffie, inereased loads, and the ex-
isting boundaries making small local authori-
ties, none of which ean afford to purchase
road making plant, They are all anxious to
know how they are to fare in the future. b
is generally believed that no loeal authority]
in the metropolitan area can meet the ex+
isting situation and keep its roads in good
order aud condition. Although there are cer-
tain funds, such as the petrol fund, which
wmight divert sufficient money to meet
the existing difficulty; vet it cannot be
done on the existing rates, for the
ratio of increased ears is far greater
than the ratio of inereased population.
So it is obvious that the work devolving
on the loeal authorities cannot be carried
out with revenue that is inereasing very
slowly as against the increased number
of cars. Parliament should know how the
Government think this great problem ean be
faced. Now I should like to mention the Cot-
tesloe jetty. I trust the Minister will receive
a deputation, consisting of the mayor and
one or two eouncillors, so that this matter
can be discussed. The structure was sup-
posed to have been put in good order 18
months ago. However, it was badly
smashed up in the recent storms. The
couneil feel that they have a grievance in
that £1,200 was spent on the jetty by the
Public Works Department, and already
another £1,500 ig required.

HON. . TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[859]: 1 listened carefully to the Minister
when he was introdueing his Estimates.
He read out the details of expenditure of
large sums of money. It was impossible
for any member to follow them with-
out having the figures bhefore him, §
shonld think if all the amounts wers
totted up, they would run into something
like £14,000,000. T hope we shall he able
to see the figures published in the Press to-
morrow. A considerable amount of money

[ASSEMBLY.)

has been spent by the Main Roads Board
A preat deal of dissatisfaction exists con
corning that board, but I am not prepare
to say whether or not it is justified. 1 hav
only one road board in my distriet, bu
enough trouble comes from that souree t
keep me going. The local authority doe
oot seem o get mueh satisfaction from the
Main Roads Boasrd. I have interviewe
the acting chairman and the other membe:
of the board, but I was not able to ge
much satisfaction from them, T believe the;
gave me all the information they eould.

am not complaining about any treatment !
reccived or any lack of courtesy on the par
of those officers. They gave me all th
assistance they could, but they told me th
Federal authorities were hampering them ir
certain directions; if that is so, the Ministe
should step in and Parliament should knov
all about it. For every £1 we get from th
Federal Government for road eonstruetiot
we contribute 15s. of State money. We are
therefore, a very important partner in thi
business. Apparently the Main Roads Boar
altered their policy this year. Last yea
the Laverfon Road Board carried out eer
tain works apparently to the satisfection o
the Main Roads Board. The money wa
fortheoming, and everything appeared to b
in order. This year the lines of procedur
have heen altered. The board has not beel
sufficiently expeditious in sending out mone;
to the local authorities. An engineer wa
sent up to Laverton. They =aid no wor!
eould be started until the engineer had in
spected the proposed secheme. Most of th
work consisted of clearing roads in nev
country, to open up routes along whiel
stock-raisers eould bring their stock to th
railway terminus. The work was being don
very cheaply. The local authority was doin
the rough work of grubbing out the bj
treea and clearing the track. I should thin!
the road was 16ft. to 18ft. in width. Thi
work was being done for £6 Hs. per mile
and when completed the cost was about £1.
per mile. The local authority was blocke
this year because of the new conditions. |
do not know whether these conditions stil
exist, or whether the trouble has been reme
died. T get a mail only once a2 week fror
my distriet, and if I wrote this week a fort
night would elapse before I received a repl)
The acting chairman and the other membe
of the Main Roads Board told me they wer
poing into the matter and would let me knos
the result, but so far I have heard nothin
further. I believe an engineer inspecte
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the roads conirolled by the road board and
advised the lecal aunthority to go on with
the work, stating that the mouney would ne
available. The road board had previously
been informed that £1,000 was set apait
for one road, and I think another £1,000
for another road. In view of the statement
of the cngineer the voad board naturally
went on with the business, The first thing
to do was to survey the rouie to be followedl
by the road. [ think this cost aboup £135.
T do not know if that inclnded one or two
ronds, or what distanee was covered. An
applicalion was made to the Main Roads
Board for the money, but it was not made
available, 1 was asked to eall at the offiee
of the Main Roads Doard, and did so. The
acting chairman asked me whether his board
Jd anthorised the survev. T replied that
I did not know. T said the survey had been
completed, and that the survevor wanted
his money., At the direetion of the road
hoard the secretary had written fo ask mo
to e¢all upon the acting chairman of the
Main Reads Board, and see whether an
arvangement could be made for the pay-
ment of the money, The acting chairman
said, “If we have not ordered the survey
we cannot pay; that is what the Federal
Government tell us.” T have written up for
the information. The engineer told the road
board to proceed with the work and that
the money would be alloeated. 1 have not
since seen the oflicials of the Main Roads
Roard. I think it was suggested tbat the
surveyor had to be a qualified surveyor.
The man who carried out this work was a
qualified surveyor of the Melbourne Uni-
versity. 1 de not know whether these delays
oceur everywhere. They certainly are rather
unsatisfactory. I do not know whether the
Minigter is very mueh in tonch with the
Muain Roads Board so far as the construction
of roads is concerned. The work T am speak-
ing of is being done by the loeal road board.
Some of it has been done by day work, and
tenders are being called for the other work.
They are tryving to comply with the eon-
ditions at the distance they are away from
Perth, rnd having previously acted under
ccrtain conditions they did not know there
had been any alteration. They have got
into some difficnity, for the money is mot
fortheoming. 1 intend having another in-
terview with the chairman of the Main Roads
Board to-inorrow to see whether anything
can be done to help this local authority.
Tt would be intevesting {0 know how the
tenders for big works are accepted. There
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is u lot of talk about tenders being rather
peenliarly handled. That is the general
talk. Whether there is any iruth in it ov
not, I do not know. Since I have been in
Parlinment, no matter what Governments do,
someone is always finding fault. People will
hive ua believe there is a lot of underhand
work going on. When the trouble is solved
one finds that it is a mare’s nest. It is
something that is enly in the minds of cer-
tain people. They feel suspicious if their
tenders have not been aceepted, and they
think something underhand is going on,
There are rumours nhout the tenders that
are called for these big works.

The Minister for Works: I suppose you
are referring to the rotten mticle that ap-
peared in the “Mirror.”

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I never see the “Mir-
ror,” 1 liave not read two copies of it in
my life. Perbaps my education has been
sadly negleeted, although I do not think 1
have issed a great deal

The Miunister for Works: I do not think
so either. . -

Hon, G, TAYLOR: T am not making any
complaint. T am merely telling the Minister
of the rumours that are going about.

The Minister for Works: Started by the
people who read that article.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If 1 had knowa
an article had appeared in the *Mirroy”
I might have looked at it to see what
it was all apbomt. I did not do
50, however, and T am not likely to do so.
I belicve a great deal of dissatisfnetion ex-
ists, and it would be well if the Minister
kept a pretty close watch upon what is
going on, especially with regard to the
tenders.

The Minister for Works: There cannot he
any suspicion regarding the handling of
Government tenders. Everything about
them is too open.

The Premier: There is no possibility of
anything being wreng in regard to the
tenders.

Hon. G. TAYLOK : I do not myself think
there is a chance of any funny business, but
that apparently is not the view held by same
people. When tenders are advertised and
a closing time is specified, nothing wrong
can happen with respect to them. I have
no desire to make any further reinarks other
than that I hope steps will be taken to rec-
tify the trouble that exists. If these are
only suspicions to which I have referred T
hope they will he cloared up, and that the
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other grievances will be rectitied. We spend
too much money on main roads for us to
have anything in the way of dissatisfaction
over the manner in which the money is being
used.

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

ME. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.10]): Lt
was pleasing to hear from the Minister that
cadets are being taken into the drafting office
of the Public Works Department, and that
the Government intend to ntilise the budding
draftsmen who have emerged from the Uni-
versity. Many complaints are made about
the few openings for our young men. Tf
the Government take this step they will be
commended for seeing that in this depart-
ment at all events some means are taken to
absorb these young men. T presume that
anditors are sent ont hy the Public Woris
Department to andit the books of country
road boards. T have one complaint to make.
Perbaps the Minister will be able to expe-
dite matters affecting the auditing of books
of road boards. The Road Districts Act
states that an annua! wmeeting shall be held,
at which accounts certified to and signed by
a (Government osuditor shall be presented,
In the case of many road boards three years
have passed since a (Jovernment audif of
the books has been made. The chairman
has been ohliged to read out a balance sheet
to which a local auditor has certified, and
to apologise for the fact thal the signature
of a Government auditor is not attached to
the document. The Public Works Depart-
ment is handling enormons sums of money
in connection with the main roads grant.
I reckon from the Minister's fizures that
something like three-quarters of a million
pounds was spent last year on road construe-
tion. That is a large amount of money for
Waestern Australia, A lot has been said about
the Main Roads Board. In my dealings
with them I have little to complain of. T
believe that other districts have not been so
fortunate.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is some diffieulty
with the Federal Government.

Mr, Heron: That is the trouble.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Nungarin Road
Board is half in the Toodyay electorate and
balf in mine. This board was represented
on & recent deputation.

Hon. G. Taylor: Divided authority again?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is in good hands
when it is in the hands of the member for
Toodyay.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lindsay: All the road boards cowme
to me.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: As stated by the
Leader of the Opposition, the question is
whether we are getting value for the money.
That is a very important question to mem-
bers. We have to consider also the people
who frame the specifications handed out fur
the building of roads in the wheat belt.
These people have eome from Mellourne,
and entirely overlook the fact of onr heing
about 30 years behind Vietoriu in point of
development. Jn this State, with its avea
of 975,920 square miles, into which Vie-
toria could be put 11 times, specifications
applicable to what was formerly called the
Cabbage Patech are not applicable at all.
In Vietoria speecial super roads are required,
whereas we need miles npon miles of de-
velopmental roads. When the Minister goes
East, he might bring before the Federal au-
thorities certain statements made by a board
noted for the exeellence of its roads—I el-
lerherrin—as follows;—

As far as the eastern wheat belt is concerned,
every £1,000 spent should show ten miles of roads
good encugh for our needs for the mext 30 years.
Now, what will wo get for our £2,0001 About
two miles of a ribless road, only 12 feet wide, upon
which after the first two years the annual main.
tenance cost will bo greater than that of keeping
a 44-feeb earthern formation in good order. A
12.feet road must be expensive to keep in order,
becauwse the traffic is confined too closely. Indeed,
to instance the experience of the Kellerberrin Road
Board, that body has already found the 12-feet
roads built by the department in that district are
more expensive to maintain than their own 164-
feet p. Just ae in earthen roads a 20-feet
formation is & poor road, go a 33-feet road is a very
fair road and a 44-feet formation is an excellent
road, snd will ontlive the 20-feet road five times
over, if properly looked after.

I want to impress upon the Minister and
upon the Commmitlee that these people know
what their distriet requires., T would far
sooner take the opinion of the writer of this
report, a man who has spent 30 years in
Vietoria and 15 vears in this State dealing
with road matters, than the opinion of some
so-called rond experts. The Minister spoke
about that rotten article in the “Mirror.”
The hon. gentleman should give that produe-
tton some denial. Here is the hending of
the article, which T have cut off,

The Premier: Why bring up that kind
of stuff?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We know that moneyv
has been wasted in certain directions. The
Main Roads Board had a hard row to hoe
when startine. But when stuff such as this
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is published, the Minister should sift things
to the bottom and show the country that
there is nothing in the allegations. I handed
the article in question to one of my eon-
freres to read, and he rcad it. When this
evening T went baek to have a look at the
ariicle, T found 1 had been removed; some-
one had cut it out of the paper. In any case,
I do not attach mueh importance to it. But
there has been a waste of money, and the
country wants value for money spent, and so
does the Minister, | helieve. Whether there
1 any truth in the “Mirror’s” allegations 1
am not prepared (o say. Now as regards
distance hetween railways. While on this
subjeet I am not thinking about the Ejand-
ing railway, but about other lines. The
#West Australian” has printed an article
stating that the economie limit of cartage of
whent may now be conzidered to be 17 miles.
The writer of that article wants his head
read. Last year this State spent well over
three willions sterling in wmotors and oil and
petrol. and our Railway Departinent earned
not much more than that amount.  Those
facts shonld make us pause. 16 members
think that building of roads alone i1s going
to be a payable proposition, let them listen
to this illustration: I know of a settler at
Goomarin who this year will be in a position
to cart 5000 bags of wheat to the siding.
He is 17'% miles from the railway, and there-
forve will travel something over 10,000 miles
in getting his wheat to the railway. He has
wvested his life’s savings, and all the sav-
ingsz of his father and his brother, in the
farm. On the other hand a farmer distant
only 1215 miles from the railway would
{ravel only about 7,000 miles in performing
the same work. Thus there is a saving to
the Iatter farmer of about 3,000 miles.

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [9.25]: I wish
to say a few words on road hoard affairs.
The statement of the member for Toodyav
{Mr. Lindsay} which was characterised by
the Minister for Works as sheer nonsense is
ahsolute faet. The nnfortunate point about
the Main Roads Board—to whom I wish to
he absolutely fair, as they had a most diffi-
culf task laid on their shoulders, a task made
far more diffieult because they were rushed
into a huge job before they had any organ-
isation—is the lack of harmony between that
board and the various road boards through-
cnt the State. Country road boards experi-
ence great diffieulty in getting satisfaction
from the Main Roads Board through corres-
pondence. The only means of securing in-
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formation is to gct the member for the dis-
triet to wait upon the Main Roads Board,
when particulars whieh have been vainly
written for during weeks or months are read-
ily forthcoming. The Main Roads Board
shonld take the road board inte their con-
fidence, and tell them what they have tu vo.
The Minister can rest assured that in sueh
cireumstances the road boards wonld do the
rest. They are quite prepared to spend the
money available; but they do want the
Main Roads Board to let them know when
the money is available, so that they ean sulb-
mit tenders for work, and so that when work
is allotted to Lirem they will be able to get on
with it promptly. I wish to draw the Min-
ister’s attention to one or two roads of con-
siderable importance to the Midland distriet.
Some time ago, when the agreement with the
Commonwealth was enlered into, the Minis-
ter stated publiely that for ten vears cach
board could count on receiving approxi-
mately £2,000 to spend on roads. All the
road boards were pleased to hear thiz, and
in the first year the Gingin read board put
in a elaim for £2,000. The amount was re-
duced to £1,000 without any explanation
Leing given, The Main Roads Board assured
me that, to put matters right, in the follow-
ing vear the Gingin road board should get
£3,000. The Gingin board sent in a requist-
tion aeccordingly, and were allotted only
£2,000. I nnderstand the reason given for
the reduetion was that although the Main
Roads Board were quite prepared fo allocate
£3,000 to the Gingin board, the Government
did not approve of that being done. T would
like the Minister to state definitely whether
that is so, and if it is so, why it is s0. That
any board, after being led to believe by the
Minister that they could count on £2,000 an-
nually, should have the allocation reduced by
50 per cent. is distinetly unfair. The road T
specinlly refer to is that from Gingin to
Moore River. A previous Government, hav-
ing come to the eoneclusion that the distriet
in question was eminently suited for dairv-
ing, beran to build a road to it. A good deal
of money having heen spent on the road, the
work terminated in 2 pateh of sand; and the
road iz and will be practically useless until
completed. T urged upon the Minister the
necessity of having it eompleted by allocating
to the Gingin voad bhoard £3,000 next year.
and allowing them to spend the amount on
that road, which is their first preference.
The road in question has been absolutely ent
out, and the £1,000 allocated to the board is
to be spent on their second preference road.
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1 also desive to refer to the work done on
the road between Muchea and Gingin. The
boards concerned have been urging for
some time the necessity for the construc-
tion of that road. This year the Minister
hos allocated a certain amownt for the
road, but those who have been on the work
are being put off and the road is not com-
pleted. There are a few miles of heavy sand
1o be dealt with yet. The people had been
looking forward to the prospect of being
able to transport their perishable produce
by motor to the metropolis. The extra
handling it receives on the railways de-
preciates the value of the produce con-
siderahly before it reaches the metropolitan
market, Now that the work bas ceased, the
road will be of little use to the people, be-
canse they will not be able to traverse the
heavy sand. I urge upon the Minister the
advigability of utilising the services of the
men and the plant to eomplete the work
while they are in the locality. The road
must be completed sooner or later, and it
would be more economical to undertake the
work while the men and plant are on the
job than to make them refurn next year.
I alsv wish to impress upon the Minister
the necessity for appointing one or two
wore auditors to andit the books of the
road boards. I have attended a number of
road board conferences and at each one a
motion has been agreed to urging the de-
partment to appoint ome or two more
auditors. The delay in auditing the books
of local governing anthorities is rather an
encouragement to dishenest secretaries to
steal the ratepayers’ money.

The Minister for Works: But they have
their loeal anditors.

Mr. FERGUSON': Some boards have
anditors, but some have not. The aunditors
some of the boards have are not of much
use, and most of the boards rely for pro-
teetion upon the Glovernment auditor. The
ubfortunate experience we have had in
connection with a number of road board
secretaries should furpish an adequate
reason for the Minister to appoint addi-
tional anditors. If the books of certain
boards have not been audited for three
vears, surely that in itself is sufficient to
warrant the additional appointments.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {9.33]: The
Minister for Works is responsible for any
mistakes that may oecur in eonneetion with
his department and I wish to point out

[ASSEMBLY.]

what is bappening in the agricultural dis-
triets to-day. 1t appears to me that we
do not know where we are. The Minister
nunderstands the position, but loeal authori-
ties, members of Parliament and the people
generally do not know. The engineers and
the staff of the Main Roads Board have
everyone wondering what is to bappen
next.

Hon. G. Taylor: They don’t know them-
selves sometimes.

The Premier: That is just the position
we are in,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They make traverges,
horse-shoe bends and twists and turns of
cvery shape and description in going
through the best agricultural land in my
electorate. A man named Moriarty told
me that the road board people had been
spelling ont his name in going through his
property.

The Premier: That is the artistic touch.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know what
they are doing. T do not know whether the
Minister does. There are rumours that
instead of the grade being one in 16, it is
to be made one in 20, Is that correct?

The Minister for YWorks ; Not that I
know bif.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: That is the talk in
my electorate. The position is dreadful.

The Premier: You get a lot of mulga
wires at Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not want these
people to go throngh my little pateh! As
it is they seem to go through all the valu-
able property. 1 have informed Mr.
Anketell of what is being done. )

The Premier: When they come to valu-
able blocks, they should construct over-
head roads!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is not what is
required. It should be a matter of common
sense. These people should not be allowed
to run mad all over the ecountry. The
Blackwood River bridge was constructed
40 years ago at a cost of approximately
£1,000. The Main Roads Board have asked
the loeal authorities to make improvements
to the bridge beeanse it is out of alignment
to the extent of 3 feet in some places.
They propose to spend £1,500 on the widen-
ing of the bridge, and expect the loecal
anthority to pay half the cost. The whole
thing is ridienlons. Before the Minister
agrees to the proposition, I hope he will
inquire fully into it. 'What is required, of
course, 15 a new bridge altogether. Then
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again the Main Roads Board needed oflice
accommodation at Bridgetown. The Lands
Department, in whose buoilding there is
ample room, offered the board one or two
rooms at a reasonable rental. The board
rejected the offer, but went to a private
individual and got him to build offices for
them.

The Premier: Where was that?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: At Bridgetown.

The Premier: That is all helping to build
the town up.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: It is not helping to
do any sueh thing, The building I refer to
was constructed as a garage, and is an eye-
sore to the town. The local authority
should never have allowed it to be con-
structed, and the housing of the Main
Roads Board officers there is not a good
advertisement for the Minister for Works.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
E. B. Johnston) referred to various rail-
ways to-night, ineluding the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook, the Pemberton-Northeliffe and
the Manjimup-Mt. Barker iines. The Min-
ister for Works did not interjeet and I
take it that he had in mind that the Gov-
ernment intend to ge on with those rail-
ways. It is pleasing to know that! I
hold him responsible, and Parliament as
well, for what is happening to-day, more
especially in connection with the roads and
what the officials are doing in the Nelson
electorate. Certainly the Minister shonld
put his foot down hard on the proposition
to spend £1,500 to strengthen a bridge that
was built 40 years ago at a eost of less than
£€1,000. That sueh a proposition could he
put forward shows that there is something
radically wrong.

[Afr. Panton ook the Chair.]

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum—Sceuth Fremantle—in reply)
[9.40] : T was surprised to note the attitude
adopted by the Leader of the Opposition ve-
garding the presentation to the House of the
report furnished by the Engineer-in-Chief
eoncerning the extension of the Fremantle
harbour. He went so far as to say we were
allowing Government officials to pronounce
on questions of Government policy and that
the Government did not seem to have a poliey
at all. That was an extraordinary statement
to make. The Engineer-in-Chief was ealled
npon to submit a report regarding the ex-
tension of the Fremantle harbour and that
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naturally involved the question of railway
communication with the port. He submitted
a report that I hope every member will read
carefully. If they do that, 1 believe the econ-
sensus of opinion will be that it furnishes a
fine survey of the position, and stamps the
Engineer-in-Chief as a man of high attain-
ments. The Government decided to present
the report to the Hounse. It was resolved to
have it printed so that each member might
receive a copy. I believe the report was
brought to the House before all Ministers
had an opportunity to read it. That was
done after it had been in our hands for a few
days only. Our idea was that every member
should be apprised of the opirions expressed
by our chief professional adviser. We
wanted members to know what were his re-
commendations and bis ideas. Does that in-
dicate that the Engineer-in-Chief was an-
nounecing Government poliey? We have not
asked the House to deal with his report.
When we do ask Parlinment to undertake
that task, we will say what is the policy of
the Government. "That will be the time when
the Honse will be asked to decide just what
aetion we shall toke. Until then the course
adopted by the Government was the right
me. We wanted to let hon. members know
what the Engineer-in-Chief recommended.
What would have heen said had we sat down
o Lhe report?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : But it appeared
in tlie newspapers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Had we
suppressed the report and had we not
brought it to the House until we asked Par-
liament to pass a sum of £3,000,000, with
the mere intimation that there was the En-
gineer-in-Chief’s report and that it was for
Parliament to agree to it as we wanted to gel
on with the job, what wounld have been said?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But the report
did appear in the newspapers.

The Premier: Only after the report had
been placed on the Table of the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
s0. It was on the Table for a fortnight.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was a typed copy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Hon. &. Taylor: Hlaving been tabled, the
reporl was public property.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Quite
so, It was to allow hon. members to study
the report and get a grip of it that we tablad
the document. Tt was such an exhaustive
report desling with the activities of the
State that we wonted all members to know
what the Engineer-in-Chief thought, what he
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kad put up to us and so enable members to
grip the position before we asked Parlia-
ment to deeide. That was only right and
generous.

tlon. G. Taylor: Most of the work will
have to be dealt with under the Loan Esti-
mates.

The MINISTER FOR "WORKS: Of
course. To aceuse the Government of allow-
ing the Engineer-in-Chief to pronounce on
matters of Government poliey seems to be ex-
traordinary. Instead of receiving eriticism the
action taken by the Government should have
received the approbation of every hon. mnem-
her. We could have held the report back,
but had we done so we should have been criti-
cised for not having adopted a course that
was 1n the interest of hon. members. The
Leader of the Opposition inferred, if he did
not actually state, that the migration money
used for the huilding of the Esperance rail-
way and the eonstruction of water supplies
in the agricultural districts had been charged
to group settlement. The hon. member must
know !hat cunnot be correct. I wonder what
put it into the hon. member’s mind that such
expenditure had been charged to group
settlement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
charged to?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To the
works on which the money was spent. The
hon. member probably had in mind that un-
der the agreement operating during his term
of oltice, he could spend migration money
only in the Sonth-West and he spent all of
it on groups. He was not permitted to
spend it outside the South-West. Under the
new agreement we can spend money in any
part of the State and on different works.
‘We ean spend it on reilways, water supplies,
groups, harbour works, in faet, on any public
works so long as we receive the approval of
the Imperial Government’s representative in
Western Australia and of the Commonwealth
authorities.

Mr. Griffiths: The expenditure on group
settlement would he charged to group set-
tlement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un.
doubtedly. Yet the Leader of the Opposi-
tion inferred that money spent on the Es-
peranece railway and on agricultural water
supplies had been charged to group settle-
ment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You could not
spend £400,000 on group settlement.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know how much was spent on group settle-

What was it
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ment,  That eomes under the department
of the Minister for Lands.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Did you spend
£303,000 on ronds for group settlements last
vear?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, not
only migration money but our own money.
1 have already mentioned the ainounts that
were speut.  An enormous sum of money
lins been spent on roads to serve group set-
tlements and 2 lot is still being wpent.

Hon. @&. Taylor: How are the roads dowr
there, good?

The MINISTER FOR WODRKS: Yes,
but the heavy rainfall makes constructior
and maintenanee expensive.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell ; It is the timber
traffic that knocks them out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
roads over which we have jurisdiction have
been closed to heavy traflic during certain
months of the year, and 1 think the road
bonrds follow the same course. 1 did not
propose to deal under these Estimates with
the business of the Main Roads Board, I
thought the more appropriate time to refer
to the hoard’s activities would be when the
Loan Estimates were before ns. However,
I shall reply to one or two points of critie-
ismi and leave the remainder until the Loan
Istimates are discussed. When the Main
Roads Aet was passed, members were gener-
alty of opinion that the board should be en-
tirelv removed from politieal control. The
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) par-
tieularly urged that; the Mirister was to
have no say at all. To-night the hon. mem-
ber snid the Minister was responsible. Mem-
bers of both Houses have informed me that
they desired to introduce deputations asking
me to intervene in this matter and that, and
they were the very members who wern
strongest in their advocacy of the Main
Roads Board heing kept free from political
control. When a body of professional men
propose something in connection with a
bridge, the member for Nelson wants me to
put my foot down.

The Premier: To test the bridge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, n
ridge that is 40 years old. The inconsistency
of some members is really amazing. I have
not prepared any matter regarding the
Main Roads Board, but T shall show mem-
bers that I know what is going on. I am
sarprised to find how ill-informed the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay} is, espeeci-
ally in view of his long experience of road
board work. The member for Mount Mar-
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garet (Hon, G. Taylor) seems to have a far
better grip of the position. I repeat that
when the member for Toodyey was advised
in June that the money was available and
the Main Roads Board notified all the road
boards, it was available. There is no ques-
tion nbout that. When the hon. member
stated that the money was not available,
he was saying something that was not ecor-
rect. What is puzzling him is the alteration
of poliey forced upon us by the Cormmmon-
wealth. Up to this year we used to ask the
local bonrds to give us a price for certain
work, so much per chain for clearing, so
much per chain for forming, so much per
chain for gravelling, and they were able to
undertake the work and get on with il
Now, however, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment say, “Weo are not going to agree to
that. You have to have plans and speei-
fications drawn up for every job, tenders are
to be ealled by advertisement in the distriet
where the work is to he done and at the
Main Roads Board’s office.”

Mr. Vindsay: I have had that explana-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member does not seem to understand
it. Before we can prepare specifications, we
have to send out engineers and surveyors to
take levels, the whole work has to be ex-
amined and reported omn, the field hooks
have to he plotted and set out hefore any-
one can be invited to tender for the worl.
A contractor counld not be expected to give
a price for a job unless he knew what he
was tendering for. Every detoil has to be
set out. When the Commonwealth imposed
that restriction, I said it would mean at
least 12 months delay to our programme.
We have not the surveyors, the engineers
or the draftsmen to cope with the work.
We have been trying to get engineers. We
brought in all the students from the Uni-
versity and worked them through their
Christmas vacation. The drawing staff have
been working overtime and even on Sun-
day. The chairman of the Main Roads
Board, when in London, tried to get drafts-
men and we have advertised throughout the
Empire for draftsmen. e eannot let a
chain of work unless specifications are pre-
pared and all the details are set out.

Mr. Mann: Are you offering snfficient in-
duncement for surveyors or are they scarce?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are not to be obtained; every State is in
the same position.
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The Minister for Raiyways: The railways
have had to go outside the State for men.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
the railways brought a eouple of men from
England. Men are not available anywhere.

Mr. Lindsay: All that fuss has to do with
main and arferial roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it
applies to every penny of Commonwesnlth
expenditure. Though the hon. member says
the money is not available, it is there and
waiting to be spent, but we cannot spend it
until we have follvwed through all its rami-
fications the procedure laid down by the
Commnonwealth, 1he member for Mount
Margaret understood the position, but the
member for Toodyay did not.

The Premier: There is a great difference
hetween the two.

Mr. Lindsay: [ knew all that.

The MINISTER FUR WORKS: But did
the hon. member uwoderstand it

Mr. Lindsay: You said the money wae
available,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said
it was available, but the hon. member kept
on repealing that it was not available, al-
thoagh I told him he was wrong. The money
has been available and I wanted to spend
it, The moment [ received approval of our
programme [ wired from Melbourne asking
the Mains Roads Board to inform the loecal
authovities of the fact. I knew that a lot
of the local boards were engaged on lash
wvenr's work and I wauted them to carry on
the additional work without taking theid
workmen off the ronds, When the Common-
wealth insisted on this new procedure, how-
ever, all that work had to be stopped.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt is in the
agreement, is it not?

The Minister for Waorks:
says nothing of the kind,

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: The agreement
suys the method of eonstruction shall he by
cantract.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
agreement says the work shall be done by
contract, but if the State Minister dJe-
cides that it ean be executed more ex-
peditiously and economieally by day labour,
then with the approval of the Commonwealth
Minister it may be done by day labour. The
agreement under which the Leader of the
Opposition operated set out that the work
shall be done by contract, but in special cases.
the Commonwealth Mmister might give per-

The agreement
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misgion for the work to he done by day
Iabour,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is practi-
cally the samne thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
that clause of the agreement came up for
consideration st the conference that I at-
tended, every State, including Vietoria,
which bhad an anti-Labour Government, de-
clined to agree to it. The representative of
the Main Roads Pourd of Vietoria held that
they could do the work cheaper by day
labour than by coutract. His Minister sup-
ported him and ithe Commonwealth could not
zet one State to support the clause in the
old agreement. The Comwmonwealth Min-
ister left the conference and held a consulta-
tion with Mr. Bruce, YWhen he returned with
the new clanse, the interpretation he placed
upon it was, “This <hifts the vesponsibility
on to you State Ministers. 1f you give me a
certifieate that in your opinion the work can
be done more expeditiously and more econ-
omically by day labour, you ean do it by day
labour. The responsibility is removed from
wy shoulders o vour shoulders.” We ac-
cepted that as the interpretation of the agree-
ment, and under that we earried on for 12
months. We followed the practice adopfed
by the Leader of the Opposition. Every
penny of Commonwealth money spent by the
hon, member under the agreement was spent
on day lahour. Not one penny worth of road
work did he have constructed by contract.

Mr. Marshall: He was a wise man.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And he
spent the money on day labour without the
eonsent of the Commonwexrlth Government.
In no instance did he get permission to do
the work by day labour. His agreement
stated that only tin speeial eircumstances
could the work be done by day labour, and
then the consent of the Comnonwealth Min-
ister was necessary.

Hon. (¢. Taylor: All were special cases, 1
sUppose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. Having
that bad example before me, I followed it,
but I was not alone in that. All the other
States did the same thing. When we sub.
mitted to Melbonrne our list of roads and
gave a certifieate that the engineers con-
sidered the work could be done more ex.
peditionsly and economically by day labour,
it was approved. No question whatever was
asked and no ohjection whatever was raised
right up to the time of the eclections. When
the elections were approaching, a man who
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is supposed to represent this State in the
Commonwealth Parliament raised the ques-
tion. Although the hon. member had been
carrying on during his tern of office having
every road made by day labour and I bad
been going on myself for over 12 months no
questions were asked. Then the matler was
raised immedintely prior to the clections. In-
stead of the Federal authorities saying
“You must not start any more works until
von get our consent,” without giving any
notice whatever they dated the whole back
for somne wonths. They said, “The work you
have done for months past is outside
the scope of the agreement, and youn will
not be paid for it” Ultimately they dated
the deeision hack as far as January the 14th
or January 16th. Without giving nny notice
to us they made this retrospeetive. They;
said, “From now on you have to submit your
jobs here hefore yon can curry anything
out.” They adnitted we had heen carrying
on with their consent in the past, but they
would not give us that much fair play. They
made their deecision retrospective as far back
as Januzry. Up to date South Australia has
not yet ealled for tenders for one job. Theix
work is all being done by day labour, but
there is no question abouf mon-payment.
There has been no election there, or at all
events no hue and ery was raised there, Un.
like ourselves, that State did not have a
sportsman such as Gregory! The position is
most unfair. The action of the Common-
wealth was entirely unwarvanted. They
singled Western Australia out for treatment
that they have not meted out to any other
part of the Commonwealth,

Mr. Marshall: Tneensed by our own re-
presentatives.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
They singled this Government out for treat-
ment that they did not mete out to the
Leader of the Opposition when he was in
office.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the same agreement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member’s apreement was more severe and
tighter than onrs. There is a certain amount
of money in dispute, bnt it is nothing like the
£60,000 mentioned in the Press. Negotiations
are proceeding, and I hope to make some
progress when T attend the econference
in  Melbonrne, the date of which I
hope soon to hear. That explains the
position of the day labour problem. We
were gble to demonstrate to Mr. Bruce,

That was not
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The MINISTER FOR WOHRKS: That is
what the paper was hinting at. Mr. Steve

carried out satisfactorily and well. We
puinted out that if he insisted on his deei-
sion that the work had to be done by con-
tract immediately, it would mean holding it
up and much delay being caused. It would
also throw many men out of work. TUlti-
mately we got an extension up to the end
of Oectober. At the end of this wonth the
day labour system has to stop, and we have
to put off all our men. That is one of the
items in the scurrilous article that has been
quoted. I say it is beneath contempt to
take notice of such a semrrilous statement.
The arficle says we are putting 2,000 men
off. There have not been 2,000 men em-
ployed on main roads for approximately 12
months.  All the men have to cease work at
the end of October as & result of the deci-
sion of the Commonwealth Government.
After that date there will be no further day
labonr.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is going to hap-
pen?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall have to eall for tenders. We have all
the draftsmen, surveyars and engineers that
we ean get out in the field. Ther are mak-
ine plans and speeifientions and taking levels,
and sefting the whole thing out =0 that
tenders may be ealled. We are rnshing the
work as much as possible.  Overtime is
being worked and shifts ave heine put in
on Sunday. Members can see the lights
burning every night in the office throngh
men coming bark to work., We have adver-
tised for tenders. A firm in Bunbury in a
pretty hiz way in the timber industry
(which is passing through a prefty bad
time) has, in order to keep the plant and
the men together, heen submitfing tenders
for rvoad construction. The firm is taking
the work on at a pretty low fipure. so that
the staff may he kept together and the plant
kept in use. T refer to the firm of .Jack-
son & Rodgers. These people have three or
four contracts current at the moment. and 1
signed two this morning. The scurrvilons
artiele says there is a firm receivine econ-
tracts from the Main Roads Board that. it
is rrmonred, is assoeiated with a prominent
official of the Main Roads Board office.
That is a statement the hon. member re-
ferred to when he talkked ahout there being
something fishy ioc the bnsiness.

Hon. . Taylor:
artirle.

T have not read the

Rodgers, who is well known to the Leader
of the Opposition, is supervisor at present
in the Main Roads Board office. The Mr.
Rodgers of Jackson & Rodgers who was one
of the partners in the business, and a brother
of Mr. Steve Rodgers, died in England over
a year ago.

Mr. Wilson: Eighteen montls ago,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yea.

The Premier: The firm is carrying on with
the same title.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
that of Jackson & Rodgers, Lid. The news-
paper infevs that becanse a brother of a
deceased member of Lhat firm is employed
in the 3Main Toads Board oftice, and that
two contracts have recently been let to that
firm, something is wrong with the husiness.

Hon. G. Taylor: Has he anvthing to do
with the Tender Board?

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: Nothing
whatever.

The Premier: Even if the brother was
stil] alive Rodgers wounld have nothing to do
with -the tenders.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS : The
tenders are placed under lock and key, and
are opened hy a special eommiftec. The
officials of the Main Roads Board have ne-
thing to do with them.

The Premier: This man could not pos.-':bly
have anything to do with them.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Roduwers
is u smpervisor. lle works ent in the eoun-
try and is one of the best men in the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: He is a straizht
man, anyhow,

Mr, Wilson: He is sn.

The Premier: Te is no relation to the
present members of the firm, for his hWrather
is dead.

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS : It
makes one sick at heart to have to put up
with sneh senrrilouns insinnations. A notifi-
eation has gone ont to the differont road
distriets that the Main Roads Board will not
he ahie to maintain developmental roads for
12 months. as we have done in the past. The
Main Roads Roard has assumed the resnon-
sihility of maintaining developmental vonds
for the first 12 months. The road haards
do not contribute anything towards the cast,
hnt the Main Roads Board hand these roads
over when thev are consolidated. This was
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-done hy agreement with the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth engineer did not con-
sider a road was properly finished nntil there
bad been 12 months of maintenance in cou-
neetion with it. If was arranged between
him and onr own engineer that 10 per cent.
of construetion money should be kept back
for maintenance during the first year. But
all o1 a sndden that stopped: the Common-
wealth said, *“No; we will not permit that;
there is no further money available for main-
tenance.” The same thing applies in regard
to damage to by-roads over which material
has heen carted to the job. We bave kept
those roads in decent repair, and have left
them in at least as good condition as they
were in hefore the job was started. The cost
of this was made a charge against the par-
tieular job. But notice has now come that
that system must cease, that no furthor
money is available for it. We are certainly
widening roads, more especially in the
South-West on flats where much water comes
down from the hills, Drains 12ft. wide have
been made in snch plages. In other places
it has been found necessary to make road
deviations. involving resumptions. Al these
things, it was agreed, should be charges
against the job; bat now we are told that
for each of these matters the State Govern-
ment must find the money. The Common-
weglth and the Btate are supposed to be
equal partners in these schemes. Represen-
tatives of the Commonweelth and the State
met, and eamec to an understanding. The
next thing that happens is that our partner
in the nndertaking notifies ns that we are not
to do this, but must do something else, and
that uniess we follow his direetions no Fed-
eral money will be available. The agreement
does not empower the Commonwealth to tell
us to do certain things whiech we have. in
fact. been told to do. The Crown Law De-
partment advise me to that effect. I do not
wish to say all T know, before T get to Mel-
bourne. Quite a number of things have been
done and have not yet been made public.
If unable to eome to teyrms and arrive at
decent working conditions, I shall have to
mnke those other things public. The meeting
in Melbourne is to be held early in Nov-
ember, though the date is not yet fized
I hope T have said enough on that aspect.
The specifications which have been referred
to are specifieations agreed npon hetween the
Commonwealth and the State engineers, and
our State board have no power to depart
from them without the consent of the Com-
maonwealth.
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Mr, Lindsay: If those absurd specifica-
tions are to be carried out, it would be bette:
net to have developmental roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The lat-
est communications lead me to believe that s
modification will be agreed to for our wheat
belt. As regards the goldfields and further
northward, I have arranged for tests to be
made, with plant lent free of charge by the
Government, in forming, grading, and roll-
ing, I shall ask the Commonwealth for mod-
ifications of the specifieation as applying to
this State with the exeeption of the South-
West. In reply to the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mxr. E. B. Johnston) let me say
that the Government have had three railways
under eonstruction at one time, and that hav-
ing ereated such a reputation, we are anx-
ious to live up to it,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We would like to
know which js the next railway to be buill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If [
named the next ratlway, it would create dis-
sension in the hon. member’s party, and I
wounld not like to see him and his confreres
fghting one another, Much has been said
about the Engineer-in-Chief overriding Aets
of Parliament, One newspaper report stated
that the Minister for Works had not only
defied the Government and ordered a railway
to be constructed without the Premier or
other members of the Cabinet knowing any-
thing about it, but was also constructing a
railway outside the authorising Aet. T think
that suggestion was behind the remarks of
the momber for Toodyay, and his action in
giving notice of motion for papers relating
to the Ejanding Northward railway.

Mr. Lindsay: I spoke liefore the article
was published.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the artiele was based on the hon. member’s
statements, though it went far beyond what
he said. A spur line was running out towards
Lake Mollerin, and of the countryv north-
wards 1ot too much was known. The ques-
tion was which side of the lake the line should
go—east or west? The Engineer-in-Chief
had his attention drawn by the Snrveyo-
General {0 the fart that ecast of the Inke
there is fine forest country. The Surveyor
General considered that within five years this
conntry would have to be served by a rail-
way, and he snggested to the Engineer-in-
Chief that hefore Bnally determining the
route he should have the country examined,
with a view fo ascertaining whether the line
could he =0 construeted as to serve it. The
ohiect was to avoid repeating mistakes of
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the past in railway construction, mistakes to
which no fewer than three members
opposite have referred this evening. I
the Engineer-in-Chief had refused to
accept the Surveyor (Gemeral’s suggestion,
and had said that he would coustruet the
railway within the five miles deviation
authorised by Parliament, notwithstanding
that something entirely new had been
brought to his attention, what would the
member for Toodyay then have said about
the Engincer-in-Chief?

Mr. Lindsay: He is making a similar mis-
tuke in regard to the Yarramony railway,

The MINISTER FOR WOKS: No mis-
take has yvet been made. The 'Engineer-in-
Clief has merely sent out a staff of engi-
neers to investigate and report to him.
I asked him this morning if he had re-
eetved any information and the Engincer-
in-Chief said, “No, I have not got Lhe
report back yet. 1 do not know anything
about it until I get the information and
all the necessary data and facts. If 1 feel
that the ¢ase is strong, that some ulteration
should be made, I will make a recommenda-
tion.”  Then the position will be, should
the Engineer-in-Chief furnish me with n
recommendation, that it will have to be
considered by Cabinet and, should the Gov-
ernment consider the deviation of the line
necessary, a Bill will have to be presented
to Parlisment in order to deal with the
nuestion.

Hon. G, Taylor: Of eourse it will.

Mpr. Lindsay: But the people do not seem
to have heen consulted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
have been consulted. The first thing the
Engineer-in-Chief did was to eall in the
advisory board.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The extraord-
mary thing is that we passed the Bill on
the hoard’s report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But it
must be realised that the eountry out east
wns not known then. The Surveyor Gen-
eral did not know there existed a stretch
of forest country lying to the eastward.

Hon. G. Taylor: We have too much coun-
try: we do not know what there is there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
largely so. To have ignored the dis-
eoveries that were wmade subseguently
would have heen the height of foolishness.

Hon. (. Taylor: There is nothing wrong
in doing what you have done.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Engineer-in-Chief would have been remisa
in his duty if he had not taken the trouble
to collect the information and make the
necessary inquiries, so as to be in a posi-
tion to advise his Minister and the Gov-
ernment as to what should be done.

The Premier: He has collected informa-
tion for the Government and Parliament
to say what shall be domne.

Mr. Lindsay: Is that what you wanted,
information that the railways should he
further apart?

The Premier : No, information as to
what would hest serve the interests of the
conntry.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: We
want the besi route for the railway to serve
the country. That is the responsibility of
lhe Engineer-in-Chief, I hope hon. mem-
bers will be satisied that no wrong has
heen done, nor can any wrong be done
without Parliament first being consulted.
First Cabinet must consider the position
and then Parliament must say what shall
Le done.

The Premier: The whole thing is non-
sense.

The MINISTERE FOR WORKS: It does
appear to be nonsense. All this talk abont
lines being ceonstrneted, the Aet ignored,
and the Minister defying his own Govern-
ment is nonsense and balderdash. It is a
mere attempt to create an atmosphere; it
is propaganda to inflacnce a man in his
duty. It T know the Engineer-in-Chief
aright—I have not known him for very
Isng—all this propazanda will not sway his
judgment.

The Premier; It has been suggested that
we propose to deviate a line to serve 30
cr 40 miners on the land!

Mr, Lindsay: T was not responsible for
that statement.

The Premier: You are responsible for
starting the whole thing! It was in con-
sequence of your speceh!

My. Lindsay: I understood it was the
duty of the advisory bhoard to recom-
mend where railways should go, not the
Fngineer-in-Chief.

The MINISTER ¥QR WORKS: What
the hon. member contends is that we shounld
not have regard te new disecoveries, or
faects; we should shut our eves and act
hlindfolded.

The Premier: Tt was the Sorveyor Gen-
eral who sngeested if,
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Mr. Lindsay : He is not the advisory
board.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Surveyor
(ieneral should have known about the
country.

The Premier: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, the members of the advisory board
are there now and the Honse should realise
that everything is right. I want to assure
the member for West Perth (Mr. Davy)
and the member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
that the points they mentioned regurding
railway approaches and subways, as well
as the prospeet of town-planning legisla-
tion—the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) also mentioned that subjeet—that
the Government hope to bring down a town
planning Bill this session. We do not
know whether we shall be able to get it
through this session but we hope to intro-
duce it and allow it to be discussed.

The Premier: It ean soak in during
Tecess.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As to
the appointment of more auditors for the
road boards, it is true that the audit of the
books of some road boards was behind to
the extent of three years. That applied to
some in the Kimberleys.

Hon. G. Taylor : And it has always
been so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course it has. We have put on two tem-
porary men to endeavour to pull up the
back work. I am seriously considering a
proposal to diseontinue the work of Gov-
ernment andit of voad 'board books alto-
gether.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell: You mean to
amend the legislation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. It
appears to me that the system of Govern-
ment aunditing was introduced at a time
when large sums of Government money
were made available to the road boards on
the pound for pound basis. In those days
the road boards were spending Government
nioney. This is not the position to-day,
when they are spending their own funds.
T do not know what justification there is
for the Government auditing road board
books. I have not vet made up my mind
one way or the other but I am locking into
the question to ascertain whether it is
advisable to eontinne the present system.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Past experience shows
it is necessary to have a check.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As o
the roads mentioned by the member for
Moore (Mr. Ferguson), as having been dis-
allowed on this year’s programme, it is true
that I made a statement that the road
hoards could count upon getting £2,000 a
year for 18 years. I believe that will prove
rorrect, too. If a board is short of £1,000
for one year it will be made up to them. I
do not think there will be any dilficulty
in that matter. If the agreement con-
tinues over a period of 10 years I think
each board will certainly reeceive its
nuota of £20,000. There is no doubt
about that. I was responsible for disallow-
ing the expenditare of money fo compiete
the Gingin road. T do not propese to en-
dorse any recommendation for additional
expenditure on that road until some agrec-
ment is arrived at with the Minister for
Lands as to what is to be done with the
land there. A number of protests were
made to me about that particular road heing
constructed. I looked into the question anid
found that the rond was estimated to cost
£53,000 to serve 11 scttlers. T could have
bought them out for half that amount.

Mr. Ferguson: You should have done so
and put some dairymen on the land.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As it
was put to e the road started nowhere and
ended nowhere,

Mr. Ferguson: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government considered the position and
stopped the job. There was a proposal io
undertake some drainage works and land
resumption as well. I helieve it was sug-
gested that the district was suitable for
dairying. It is a wrong policy to pursee to
spend public money on increasing the value
of land held by private owners if it is anti-
cipated that the Government will resome
the land.

Mr. Ferguson: A large sum was spent
on the road already.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
stopped it shortly after I took over the de-
partment. The expenditare was approved
by my predecessor,

Mr. Ferguson: You will waste £30,000 if
the road is gone on with.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, T will not approve of any more moncy
being spent on the road unfil it iz decided
what is to be done with the land to which
the road leads, If the Minister for Lands
decides that that is to be resumed for closer
settlement, and that people are to he put
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out there, it might be justilieation for going
on with the job. But if the road board up
{here want £2,000 in the meantime, the
best thing they can do is to make another
voad. 1 think that answers the points that
have been raised. When it comes to the
Lwan Estimates T will undertake to give the
complete list of the activities of the Main
Roads Board and let the Hounse know whal
they bave done. It is no light task to under-
take the construction ot roads from one end
of the Btate to the other, and to ecreate
the neeessary organisation, Here was every
distriet erying out for its roads to be done
first, while the season lasted. We were ull
anxious to help and do the best we could.
‘We still have the record of living nearer to
our programme than any of the other States.
We bhave gof far nearer each ynar to com-
pleting our year's programme than has any
other State. In hig schemes like this not
everything ean be done right up to the mark.
But when members say there has been wasti
of money, I want them te pnt up a speeific
east to me and give me the information so
that 1 ean have inquries made. Tt is of nr
use their saying to me, “We know there has
been waste of monev,” without saying where
and when, While T was away on sick Jeave
I noticed a leading avticle in the “West Aus-
tralian™ slating the Main Roads Board and
declaring that on one rond there had been
placed a greater depth of metal than wa.
required by the specifieation, and that to
remedy the position the Main Roads Board
put on men with picks and shovels to take
off the extra metal. The article went on to
say that that job could he seen.

The Premier: Somebody was pulling the
writer’s leg.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
tried to find out where the job was. It was
on the Northam road. going up from Chid-
lows, The facts are that an engineer was
put on the job who has since been dismissed.
He pgot the sack over that job. His fault
was that he put a lot of poor-quality gravel,
nof the richt stuff at all, but all mixed with
elay, on the surface of the road, and when
the rain fell the road hecame quite boggy.
The Main Roads Board put on a grader and
seraped the stuff off, replacing it with pro-
per gravel.

Hon. &. Taylor: Was the engineer sacked ?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: Yes.
(Good gravel was put on in place of the
poor stuff. T have been over the road. and
T ean say it is a really good job. Yet out
of that ineident arose the tale that there wax
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too muech metal on the road and that ac-
cordingly men with picks and shovels wera
put on to take it off. That is the way the
“West Australian™ imagines things,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Well, the wtuff
was put on too thickly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If mem-
bers have complaints to make, I want thern
to let me lhave the details. The Main Roads
Board are not blamcless. They have an
enoriwous task, and they have made their
mistakes. The only men who make no mis-
takes are those who do nothing. Those who
set out to do things are sure to make mis-
takes, particularly when the task is so wide-
spread as are the activities of the Main
Roads Board. The bosard arc anxious to see
that good value is got for the money they
spend. 1 hope that at the forthcoming con-
ference in Melbourne we shall come to a
better understanding with the Common-
wealth people and be nble to clear up a lot
of the difliculties. Until that is done, the
whole agreement is in jeopardy, for it i
not possible to earry on under existing con-
ditions. We connot have an agreement that
allows ore party to tell the other fellow
what he has t0 do all the while. We can-
not have an agreement under which one
man can lay it down, “That is what T say,
and unless you agree, there will be no
monev.” That can ouly lead to litigation.
We disagree with their interpretations on
many points, and we are backed by our
legal advisers, Still we de not want the
spectacle of one Government suing another
in the courts. The position is becoming in-
tolerable. I have not yet told the House and
the publie a lot of the things put up to us,
hecause T am hoping to overcome the diffi-
culties. There are serious obstacles in our
way, and we have to try to find a solution
at the forthcoming econference in Melbourne.
T shall be back in time for the Loan BEsti-
mates, when I hope to explain to the House
a lot of points T am unable to deal with
to-night.

Ttemn—Manin Rozd contribution: Construc-
tion main roads, £36,000:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
listened to what the Minister had to say
about the Gingin-Moore River road. People
who have been there sinee the early days
say there is plenty of good land. Tt cer-
tainly seems a considerable sum to spend
on this road, but we cannot relinquish that
area. It is impossible for the people there
to get out over the country until the Min-
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ister provides a reasonably good road. We
have there a couple of thousand acres of
swamp land drained, which could be sold
and the returns from which wounld go a con-
siderable way towards paying for the road.
To say that people are not to have roads
because there are only few settlers in the
district is altogether a wrong attitude. The
Minister tonk up a high-handed course when
he stopped the eonstrmetion of that road
immediately on coming into office. He re-
ferred to the expenditure under the agree-
ment hefore his torm of office. As a matter
of fact we had endless troule. Ry the
time we had all arrangements made the year
was nearly out and very little was spent. T
agree with the Minister that to enter into
a hard and fast ngreement is not always
wise. Tf the Commeonwealth are going to
give us this money to spend, it ought to he
subjeet to as few conditions as possible.

The CHATRMAN: That is quite away
from the item nnder discussion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELTL: No, it is
provided for under the agreement.

The CHATRMAN: The agrerment cannot
he discussed.

Hon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, T
disagree with vour ruling. We eannot be
held up in this way. This amount is here
becaunse of the agrecment: it is provided for
under the agreement. I do not think vou
have the agreement before you,

The CHAIRMAN: No, but T have the
item before me.,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
item is herc beeause of the agrecment, T
am cendeavouring to point ont that the Com-
monwealth have no right to tell ns how to
find the monex. They have no right to say
that £36.0000 shali be taken from revenua
and so much shall be provided from loan.
simply beeause they make a econtribution.
Why should we he told to take £36,000 out
of revenue for this purpose?

The Premier: YWhy should we he told how
to find our portion of the money at all?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. whv
shonld we?

The Premier: Tt is for this Parliament
to decide how it will find its share of the
monev, not for the Federal Government to
tell us. .

Hon. Rir JAMES MTTCHELL: That is
the point: thev insist that we must do it
This agreement, which is a verv hard and
fast one, mat or may not he zood, but the
spirit of it is wrong. I do not approve of

[ASSEMBLY.]

all that has been done in the way of road
construetion and 1 do not profess to helieve
that everything done has been done in the
best way possible, but it has been done in
our way and in our territory, aud that
shounld be sufficient.

The Premier: They not only say how their
contribution shall be spent, but they say
how ours shall be spent, and how we shall
raise our portion. That is the extraordinary
thing.

Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. !
do not know whether this money may be
used for the mainienance of roads or
whether we have to maintain them entirely
out of our own funds. Tf so, this business
will be a terrifie scourge beeause for all time
the road boards will be responsible for the
maintenance and it will be a responsibility
they cannot shoulder. When the Minister
goes to the conference, T hope he will secure
a modification of the agreement. Tf the road
hoards have to spend hundreds of pounds
on the maintenance of roads in the first
vear, the roads will not be maintained. e
are ealling upon the people to do far too
much. We are eonstructing roads as we
please, and then telling the road hoards to
maintain them for the rest of time. Tt ean-
not he done. We have no right to place
these burdens upon the people without eon-
sulting them in anv way. We have not
asked them whether they want a road or
whether thev do not want it. We have
simply said, “Here is the road; take it and
maintain it. Tf you do not maintain if, we
shall not find the money but shall take it
out of your rates.” The Minister will find
that his fask at the conference will tax his
energy and ability to the full, but T hope
he will he able to sceure some modification
that will lend to this expenditure hecoming
a blessing to the people and not the scourge
that it is likelvy fo be if we ave not mighty
careful. T liope some of the £36,000 will
he spent on the Moore River road. The
Minister has no right to take up the attitude
he has adopted. A reasonable road should he
provided for those settlers, who have heen
there since the earlv days. There is drained
land in the loeality that ought to he used.

Ttemm — Rottnest Jetty, and

strengthening, £50:
Mr. SLEEMAN: TLast year £50 wnas

voted hut nothineg was spent. This year the
same old £560 is provided. I should like to

repairs
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know whether it meuns nothing is going to
be done this year in the way of providing
a new jetty.

Mr. Mann: That will
Estimates.

My, SLEEMAN: The £50 is provided on
these Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No de-
cision has been arrived at, but if there is
to be a new jetty it will be dealt with on
the Loan Estimales.

come under Loan

Item—Swan River, maintenance ehannels
and minor works, £500:

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Is this amount for the
work of reclamation at Vietorin Parl?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ng, it
is merely for the c¢hannels.

Ttem—Trallic  expenses, railways under

constrnction, £2,300:

Mr. LINDSAY: Will the Minister stafe
how far out the Ejanding northwards rail-
way is likely to be counsiructed by the be-
ginning of next winter? Before wheat can
be aecepted at the sidings, some definite
information is required as to when it
cant be shifted. If it were known that
the wheat eould be shifted from a certnin
point in May, dumps would be erected at the
sidingz, It is expected that 750,000 bushels
will be delivered at the sidings this season.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
item refery to traflic expenses—the expenses
of running railways under construction.

Mr. Lindsay: That is what T am referring
to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, you
are talking about roads and how far the
line will be out hefore next winter. I am not
in n position to give the information, but T
will try to ascertain it from the engineer
and advise the hon. member.

Mr. LINDSAY: T understood that this
item related to the expenses of railways he-
fore they were handed over to the Railway
Department.

The Minister for Works: That 1s so.

Mr. LENDSAY: The Ejanding north-
wards railway will not be handed over until
the 75 miles are bmilt. TIf 50 miles were
built by the middle of next vear, the line
would ha operated by the Works Depart.
ment. Tf the wheat is shifted in May, it will
he handled not by the Railway Department
hat by the Works Department.
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Liem, Rates on revenue producing proper-
ties, £1,000,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Are the Govern-
ment altering their policy in dealing with the
pavment ol rates on the valuable properties
they possess? Are rates going to be paid
to the Manjimup Houd Board upon State
property at Pemberfun,  There are State
Lotels in the country whieh do not pay any
rates.  Will this money be devoted to the
payment of these eharges that ought to be
paid by the Governnent?

The Premier: That is a guestion of poliey,
which hus nothing to do with the Estimates.

Mr. Sampsgon: What arve the properties on
which rates are paid?

Mr. DAVY: This may have reference to
to vailway properties that are let. I eannot
understand uider what eireumstances rates
woull be paid by the Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let me
instance the markets site at West Perth,
where we let a lot of cottages to tenants. We
pay rates on those coftages, which are rev-
enue-produeing. They are eontrolled from
the Public Works Department.

The Premier: We do not pay in cases
where propertics are uzed for Government
utilities.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Labour, £12512—agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Councils Message.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Assembly’s
amendment,

Honse adjonrned at 10.55 p.m.



